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Development and Evaluation of a System for Extracting
Answers of a “Why” Type Question from the WEB

USHIO SHIBUSAWA, "t TAKAHIRO HAYASHI' and RIKIO ONAIt

This paper reports on a prototype system RE:Why for extracting answers of “Why” type
questions from WEB. We have proposed an algorithm for finding an answer in a page and
a scoring method for extracted answers, and have implemented a prototype system using
these ideas. We have evaluated the effectiveness of our algorithm using 10 questions and
have confirmed that the algorithm has 31.3% precision and 50.4% recall. We have conducted
experiments using 20 questions and have shown that our system output the correct answer to
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16 questions of 20 questions.
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Table 1 Relation between feature words in a factual

sentence and positions of causal sentences.
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Table 2 List of feature words which used by the algorithm for finding answer in a

page and these weight which used by answer scoring.
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Table 4 Four factors which lead to failures in answer

extraction from positive examples.
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Table 5 Two factors which lead to failures in answer

extraction from negative examples.
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