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Study of Twitter’s Follow Mechanism Based on Network Analysis
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Abstract: In this paper, we explored Twitter’s follow mechanism through a network analysis. In order to
characterize the salient structure of Twitter’s follow network, we first empirically compared it with those of
reader and favorite networks form blog and review sites by focusing on their high degree nodes. From this
experiment, we observed a relatively large high co-link group whose nodes are mutually connected to each
other and some small low co-link groups whose nodes are not mutually connected to each other in Twitter’s
network. On the other hand, most groups are relatively small high co-link groups such as discussion groups
in blog and review sites. Moreover, by analyzing messages tweeted by these group’s users, we found that
these groups much differ in relation with followers although these groups resemble in content of tweets.
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Table 1 Basic Statistics of each network.
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