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Information Literacy and the Subject “Information Study” of Students
Enrolled in University
— Results of Questionnaire Surveys at Kyoto University in 2012

Abstract: “ Information Studies™ are the new subjects for information/computer literacy which were intro-
duced into high school as compulsory subjects from 2003. Students who studied these subjects have entered
universities since 2006, and education at university has to deal with the change of students’ literacy. There-
fore, it has been necessary to know what and how much these students have knowledge, skills and practice
about information/computer literacy. Since 2006, the authors have conducted questionnaire surveys of the
literacy to freshmen of Kyoto University. This paper reports the results of the surveys in 2012 from the
view point of information/computer education. The results show the learning experience about Information
Studies in high school has wide variety, and suggests Information Studies may not be well implemented at
some high schools. Skills to use application software are varied. Literacy about information security still
remains insufficient while it is also improved. Many freshmen listed how to write report or research papers
as a matter that they want to learn at university.

Keywords: Information literacy of freshman at university, implementation of Information Studies at high
school, learning needs at university
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Fig. 1 The types of high school from which freshman has grad-

uated.
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Fig. 2 The ratio of students taking Information Studies by subjects.
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Fig. 3 The ratio of students taking Information Studies by subjects of each type of

school.
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Fig. 4 The ratio of students not taking Information Studies by

subjects.
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Fig. 5 The ratio of students not taking Information Studies by

subjects of each type of school.
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Fig. 6 PC Environments to use usually.
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Fig. 7 Students’ skill in PC usage.
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Fig. 8 Students’ skill in HTML editing.
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Fig. 9 Students’ skill in touch typing.
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Fig. 10 Students’ skill in Microsoft Excel usage.
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Fig. 11 Students’ skill in programming language.
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Fig. 12 The number of lines Students’ experienced program-

ming.
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Fig. 13 How to study about information securities and information morals.
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Fig. 14 The number of students to practice about antivirus
software and to update operating systems on their own
PCs.
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Fig. 15 The number of students to practice about setting per-

mission to view something an article that they post.
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Fig. 16 Students’ learning needs in the university.
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