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Machine translation of proper names
from Japanese to Japanese Sign Language
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Abstract: This paper describes machine translation methods of proper names from Japanese to Japanese
Sign Language (JSL). Proper names, such as place names and person’s names, appear frequently in news
and weather information and are important to be translated precisely to JSL in our target domain. How-
ever, there are few researches on machine translation of proper names to JSL. The conventional methods of
proper name translation into foreign language is transliteration, which is based on the phonetics of proper
names. On the other hands, the translation into JSL is not based on the phonetics of proper names, but on
“Kanji-represented sign words” in many cases. In this paper, we present machine translation methods based
on “Kanji-represented sign words” to translate place names and person’s names into JSL. We conducted a
series of subjective evaluation experiments and obtained good results.
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