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When did the priests start to record the miscarriages and the stillborn babies
in the Japanese Buddhist temple death registers?

Hiroshi Kawaguchi Kunihiko Uehara Shinnji Hioki
Faculty of Business Administration
Tezukayama University

We have constructed a database system for analyzing the Japanese Buddhist temple death
registers which are called Kako-Cho (KC). The system is composed of the database of the KC data,
programs for outputting 51 kind of demographic statistics concerning with mortality, and the manual
for users. We have stored up approximately 40 thousand deaths in 18 Buddhist temples. With this
system, we can point out that in the wake of changes in laws concerning the registration of the deaths
and the burial certification, the priests started to record the miscarriages and the stillborn babies in the
KC from the 1880s.
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