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Rheologic Interaction — Interaction Design using
Rheologic Programmable Matter

Akira Wakita®  Akito Nakano'

Rheologic Interaction is an attempt of interaction design using fluid programmable
matters. We have developed an environment where we can program the shape of gel
geometrically and topologically using our unique magnetic fluid called pBlob. This
enables us to experience organic shape changes in real space, like a metaball in the CG
world. The control hardware is composed of electromagnets arranged in the honeycomb
structure and their control circuits. We describe the method of blob creation, details of
the mechanism and the language for transformation control, and propose some
applications we are developing at present.
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T, BRSO E 7 1 s T AFRE72¥'E (Programmable Matter, 7' 1 7 Z ~ 7 /L -
~HZ=)[7] BDRERFBEZED TS, TOHPTHRITEIHED SWRER RWEIC
EBHLEMRRIEOEVEALTHRVONRBURTH 5. Soft Shape-shifting Robot Blob[8]
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TeATATA VAL L =33 06,100 BEL BN TWD., BMERIEORHTH D A
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3.1 Blobware

Metaball D X 5 IZIRD TS pBlob 1EH -0, A IIWEHBEOMBTEEIN
TWBHATALDIEY FASHFIZ LT, MEHE, K, PVA(Polyvinyl Alcohol), 78 7 b,

Vol.2010-HCI-140 No.17
Vol.2010-UBI-28 No.17
2010/10/29

B R, KELOE, Ry —F A NVThbd. /K, PVA, RUBEZREEDLES Z
&Tm%®X74A_ TG DEBHEICED Z LN TED. ZOWHEEX—AL LT,
Bt % 52 D 12D EE, BOTHDICKEEOREEZMA5. HEER-T-
pBlob (XHIEZ BT HI-DIC AR E— ﬁ%w@%téntﬁ% TAND . KO
WEDITAL—RIZENET A 72D T = A—2 g VICHELTEY, —HFTHEOEWG
DI ZHERFT 2 RMERESBRET U I T 5.

pBlob  Poppy Oil

1 {/ S 1 pBlobs
Magnetic Units
Electromagnet + Iron core + Aluminum post
(arranged in the honeycomb structure)
‘ LS ‘ Electric Circuit
Arduino, Relay, Transistor, Resistor

2 N—RFU =T K
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F# 1%, wREA & V7= Tabletop UL CT& 5 Actuated Workbench[13]0O 1% % &% 12,
MEHDOTREMZ LN N— R 2T 270 N2 AT Lz, Wha=v M, &
B, 8RN, TV OREIC K o TRERR S NS EBBCA O R B IR ER25mm & S 30mm,
R Tmm TH 5. 2 A VIFEE 0.4mm DT F A LHRE 400 [FPEE L b D THS.
WA DOTIZEEEAND Z & T, BAZBIEL TWD. ZOERAZHWEKIC
DC 25V, 24A OFEW% 5 %, Arduino & processing TIER SN Y 7 b =T _J:o
T ON/OFF & PWM DOl &21T 5 .
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6%&?‘6@%%%5’3 R+ ZEeThHD. b1 DOEENL, BREAMOER A —

WZT5Z2&THD. 2=y NIRARETHLITH, N"N=D L RICEETDHZENT

?—SE). LY, WEERIZIZSEO7 Y y REAIE 72D, B & > ERAR O
PEEEIZ —EC /2 D 7=, pBlob Dl RG+TH ENTES.
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VRO T2, ZON— KT =T LI pBlob WA - T=FamEiRE L, Mk
S TR E X 2T 5.

4. pBlob DERIEE

pBlob DAEIX, RO T 5P REREE ) SBRKOBFRTHD.
PATFICHe 2 BHTEELE LTV 5 AR RS BEE L R R 5.

41 REAMWGER

KA F) 72T & U ClX Translate & Deform % 3245 U7z, Translate 1ZBI1E D JFEFEAE
OB O FEEE~PATHE T 5 EIETH S, LT OB TIX, pBlob MALE T 5 HAE
Zp, TOGHOEmMICHLEMAZ m EHESZ LT 5.

F 9" pBlob WEIEAE pp \IALE L TWD ET D, T OWF py DERLA my 1T ON 12725 T
W5, ZDIHERTHD p, \[INET BEMA m; % ONIZL my % OFF |23 5 &, pBlob
WX po 05 p ICWATHENT 5. HENMEWESICIBENITEECAL—XTH DN
MEREWVIBAICITW - < V20T TERIROBITR Y 2N SBEIT 5. BEIK
THIE, m OBHAOFELEZ T OMEEMEET 5.

Deform 1%, &17 MK BEIREROBIETH Y, MO pBlob BMIEL 725
BERR, MIEL o7z pBlob N E SICZHAMOBICER T A H/ER E 2B KT 5.
F 9 Translate & Rl UEFE T pBlob % py 5 p, (AT CEE#ISE 5. MEI 2D R
LBEEILTVWDERFET, mb ONIZTD. 95 & pBlob 13 p; & py DM FIZH] & FE
S, pBlob ITHIE WK & HERF LT 5.

42 MHEMEER

NAREY 7R 25 0 FLRE B E & U CIE Unify, Divide ® 2 D& EHEL TV 5. Unify 1% 2
DD pBlob IZX L CENENMEE I FAOXT MEHEZXZHIET, 1 DOLY K
X 72 pBlob IZHEA SEBHIEE BT BH. 2 DD pBlob BNZ XL py, pr \IALE L TV
LT 5. FORMMAIZHTZD p, DERA m; % ONIZ L, my & my % OFF 127 5.
925 & 22D pBlob 1L p, (21> CREBIZFIET 5. p, T2 D0 pBlob BT 5 &,
1 D B3 40 2 (I HEBR S U pBlob [REI2B M8 & BEKICHEA T 5. Divide 13 Unify
DHDOEETH D .

T FTEANR 4 EZFIELTODD, ZOMREOHMBEDLEIC L » THEHMERZE
BarERTHIENTED., MVEIEMAICRRDTa—T 4 —lka25252LT
FROBEBLZHET D0, A7 NI VEEFEICBEISES Z & b
Ths.
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X3 Wha=v b () &z =0 2RO (F)

[ Magnetic Unit (OFF) [0 Magnetic Unit (ON) (> pBlob

Translate Deform Unify Divide
start po po po 7!
= = 2 =2 &, =D 8 9
= = = = = & O =T =
S ] = 8 s g5 O =
end = %Pl ﬁpl = @plﬁ pﬂ% @ %pz

Xl 4 pBlob D 4 DOERLZDT-ODOHIEAT 7

5. 77Uy —2 3y

s1ORRTHESIOY—

Metaball DFFLZZDOFFHEHA L X o VTN RTVA Y =ik, A7 v FXCG
2D B LWAMEREZIC/Z2 Y 9 5. Blobitecture X° Blobject[9] (IZftF &N 5 X 5 i,
WETRES T 0 X7 TV A U THBNRIBIRO N TR L < ELNTWS. pBlob
EHOWIERT A Y=L, 2oL NTHENRE LEEAEARTERET 7
LLTHAHTES., ZoEFIV I FuvRiL, FERBKREED O TIERL, pBlob
OFOEREBELIBEBORFIZEI BOTHY, 7V =—F—0AEMEE RN 5
TEHLHIFTED.
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520 E—J4 VvV EBELIL-REXE

L DARZDOHDPHNCBNT, EER/NDEICHL 2T/ ZBEBSETREALR
BBHDLTHAD. WhDHE, TOK, BRxELILKRLE, FBRINCE-> TRRKE
ExHZMIL, ANOBIEMNZIEHT HER->TWS. WONIZEFRT 5 pBlob b A
BThD, NOBBRVPAEOXBIZIGHT 2N TEDEA9. EWADHIE
— U ERAICESETITHE, BROET—7 4V IRERTED. ZHITESCKN
e EEZ TP L ORBRIZ, NORIEEZSI T REERH .

5.3 Game / Entertainment

FhbAEM & Bb¥ 5 pBlob D a®—3 3 %, 7F—AREE~OFHALEZ LN
5. NOBENEIZKIGE LT pBlob WiL3K AV 2T 7 vaik, AmOAYa—Tay
R L, pBlob & /X—F ¥ L7y MIZEZ 5. Al LEEISE 5 Z & TH LW
DAV el tbEBEZDND. —FHT, TOMETETafA AT 4 v I E
DO Ul THEET AL T, RBEPRy 7w R PO — A5 EAZ L HLHEETHD.

5 pBlob Wi Y= b

54 EYMPIar—vay

LD pBlob & BENEMICENT LIk TIAL T F—2DL I EHY I 2
L—a 792N TED. 74 77— 208NtV ERRY, pBlob 11
BONBEL W ORI RBIX 2L 72, L VAR Y — N EE N D ATRENEN
EWVBAICE o TIHAIRD L Y RBE DY IaL—Ya a2 T 52 L bHRERE A 5.
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6. HEW

6101—HF LA —Txz( R

KRR & WV o TR IRIZEERN A BRENEETH A 720 (Fox 1TRBH K EET
ZLOHLEXEMoTWVD), TOFRFICIITRARD END . EREMLRERTIZZW
BT, BIKWRA L E2T 7 a &8 & 1237200, pBlob 22—V DOERTHRKIC
LTS LKL SELIBRIEETANRRDOOND. Fx(FAY — T 4 —XITEET
% "Force" D& %x UL ICE AT 25 Z & T, B pBlob #EIZENRD LB X T, VX
TLARFEAEED TND. BIZIE, Divide DEAETILW F &> TRARD pBlob % 2 >
B EBET X O 2 AF ¥ %2 L B, Translate DFAETIIBEI ST WHRIICA T A
TETDHV2AF YLD, INLDA LV E—T oA ATREOT—T IV hyTDLD
WCRHDATICLE STV 2 AT Y RMTH L CEBFWRETHD.

6.2 R EFRE O ENE

WA D A JVITREEN L=, ERMEIES Y5 2 & TR EDORENEE
SR, ZOLHIRIREITBEIN R »oT. BHEAICFHEALZELERATROT
NIT—ARe— b7 LTEE, B2 E<ER TR TELEEDIELEE X
bhb.

ERMOBIEX pBlob DENXIZHEEE 525, pBlob NSO KN BE OE
ST L, BIE i< oo TLE D DFE. HIWIEEREE T pBlob ZHEHETHIT R L —
XX IRIET 20, BRMOBAENEREZEET 2 MBI LS Tl ESMLEITAR
S TLBEAD.

7. BHRESEODRE

AL T, MBI R Tl I~T N~ d =l Af 2T 7 arpE—&kt
LT, FVIROBMEREZEMAICLVERIET 22 L CHREOBREELI B VA T 1
TT DT DHUVAT A ONWTIRRZ, AFEICE D, Metaball @ X 5 72 FHEEM 2 IR
At %, BATAOMAHIIC, EHFRCEREAT A Z EAARRIC/R 5. EHNe B L
LTIk, Ryt —F AN loiiz7e< L, pBlob B CEMERRERBREIHE 4 £
BL7-w., B RRLEL LT, BIED 2 ROV AT LAEHEBNICTHZ LT3
Wb B L7z,

#HE AoV POWMIBIZEWT, pBlob DERICR I LT iz/ R

B, Y7 b =T REERREL T NZBEERRRPREBRAE O FEE ZKRIC
JEHNT- L ET.
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