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Quantitative consideration on the

sexagenary-cycle year description

used in Kojiki, an ancient book of
Japanese history

Kazumasa Ozawa'

In ancient books of Japanese history, the sexagenary-cycle year description (SYD) is
used to date historical events. The oldest book Kojiki also presents some years of death
of emperors using SYD. The tenth Emperor Sujin is the most important person who plays
a key-role in clearing the mystery of ancient Japan in the late 3" century. A problem is
that since Kojiki is missing many SYD years of death of emperors, Sujin’s SYD year can
not automatically be converted to a unique year in terms of non-cyclic year description,
e.g. a Christian year. Specifically his SYD year has sometimes been addressed either to
258 AD or to 318 AD, depending on opinions of historians or archaeologists. This paper
presents a quantitative discussion on whether each of 258 AD and 318 AD is reasonable
or not in the context of Kojiki
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