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Evaluating Effects of Similarities
of HTML Structures in Splog Detection

TarcHr KATAYAMA, T TAKAYUKI YOSHINAKA, 2
TAKEHITO UTSURO, ! YASUHIDE KAwADAT?
and TOMOHIRO FUKUHARA T4

Spam blogs or splogs are blogs hosting spam posts, created using machine
generated or hijacked content for the sole purpose of hosting advertisements or
raising the number of inward of target sites. Among those splogs, this paper
focuses on detecting a group of splogs which are estimated to be created by
an identical spammer. We especially show that similarities of html structures
among those splogs created by an identical spammer contribute to improving
the performance of splog detection. In measuring similarities of html structures,
we extract a list of blocks (minimum unit of content) from the DOM tree of a
html file. We show that the html files of splogs estimated to be created by an
identical spammer tend to have similar DOM trees and this tendency is quite
effective in splog detection.
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