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Analyses of creation processes of novels where others' whims are exploited to in-
spire an author's imagination
Satoshi Kainuma, Homei Miyashita and Kazushi Nishimoto

School of Knowledge Science, Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology

We developed a system that the users can walk through a 3D map and can write and leave their whimsical thoughts with basis
on its terrain. In this paper, we evaluated its potential as support for writing novels. At the very start, the author creates a 3D
map that forms a setting of his story, and distributes it to the people (visitors) whom the author wants to help him. The visitors
write their whimsical thoughts freely; the author strolls on the map, browsing the comments, and gets new inspirations from
them. In this way, the author collects many ideas that cannot be cooked up by himself, and finally may end a deadlock. To
examine how the system actually works as we intended, we conducted two experiments. In the first experiment, we collect
whims using the system, and analyzed what types of comments can be collected. In the second experiment, we took five people

writing a novel with the system, and observed their activities.
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