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Speaking rate estimation and utterance analysis of fast speech for
high-speed reproduction

A practical example of speech database with speaking rate variations
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Abstract A quantitative index is needed to estimate the optimum reproduction speed for high speed reproduction
of various voices without missing voices. In this paper, we report two results concerning this problem. As the first
result, we propose a method for estimating speaking rate and show that we can estimate the speaking rate with 16
% of root mean squared error using proposed method. As the second result, we show that the higher conversion
rate becomes, the larger the inconsistency of the harmonic structure of a voice become. In this study, we have used
a newly constructed speech data base called SRV-DB. We intend to announce this paper as a practical example of

the SRV-DB.
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PEEATHS. ERTEEOHERITO C LT, RKENasR
EEDIEEBFENTEEL BB, 12N, ERREEEIH 3721
TREDERTORBLBEEEEZRDBC LI TELV. &
DEFLRGERERZ DI, EOOBEREEEERICEER
ERENIEFEORBICEOVTLHIRPED THLMREND 5.

SRR OERNAIES, EOTFOREICOVTHN
BRI, EEVENTHIRLRIEEDEFENRBICHEL
3. LhL, BEOEET—ZR—X0HICRL DEREH
7T L DREELED o /2. ZTTHERETR, Tun7s
UYL, BESEBCEE I N EEORS 2T
T3, BRELEEFRT—E—Z{L, FFNNVI—vg
VEIF—5~_R—2X (SRV-DB) & UT/MBICABIL T3, 5
BRIDTF—EAR—-ZAZFALEREOH L LTEBEICLT
HERZV.

FRELULTOFRNCHK > TED TV, £F, FH2litER
TREEHERLCOVTHLVHBERZITS. Xic, HBI3MHTH
FEHEEOHEBEZRD B 1=DICITo EFHRICDOWTERRNS. #
D%, EAMTEREROIBRLERETS. KOHSHiTR,
FEET—A~—X (SRV-DB) ZFIF L, BEREERFORIER,
LD ENEREICERER ISR OREIC DOV TRNER
EBND. BRICEHTAROE LDHRITS.

2. EEEMEZE

2.1 EEEDES

HBHICEMFEIC K ZEEDEBEITE 5. FHETIREE
Z1PDBCREINIE—SHTERTS. ¥/8 [E—F/
) OEFEEHEEOTFE LRI LT 3.

2.2 R )

EEHEEICIE ChE THROAEMERE N TE . Xiao-
juan 5 [3] i&, ARY MVEL, ERENRT—, EXFHEBOH
HISBBRICER L, Thb 3 DDEATIIEMD b HEEEH
EROZAEZBE L. Morgan 5 [4] & 4 DDOBFHH LT X
WVEB L ULEHEO L XIVFEND b BHORMEBITOHEEEE
HEERDIFERBER L. Xz, Wang 5 [5] i& Morgan 5
DFEERBEYE, 19 OHEHET XV 2BV CEERREEEHE
BEITOAEERRR L 2.

T Ui, Bk 2DDRLZBEEHT X IVFORZE(L
MOREEHERTI FEERRLTCER2]. COFETEE
T, 2DDOWHHIT XIVFEROREE R, FHELHEEDDS
HE UTHlT 5. 2% 2 REHT [E—F /) DFFEME
ALBRL, BROTEREEE5. Dk BETEREE

Yo(n)

BEICOWTHLL BT 5.

2.3 ® S

TCTRR, RETIEERTEOLENEZFHIC OV TR
3. BERFEOUEOFNEK 2 ITRT.

BT, V7Y VTR Fs = 44.1kHz] DAHEE
z(t) KHLUTIL—LEWN, TL—LY T ME Wenn D7
L—LaHiei75. 7L —LTFFT 2%ETL, i BEOHH,
B fi~fo, EUREE, REEAR 0 BEDT L— LD
IXVF X(n, fu, fni) 285, TCTT, Jio, fr, 374 VEE
BilckD—RICEEBDT, LRI X (n, fiy, fr;) & Xi(n)
LBETHTLICTS. L, BEhEREHTXIVE Xi(n)
5 RFEEL DSR2 RD BMERToTVL.

%7, Xi(n) b5 2HHORESZT—& Yi(n), Y{(n) 2
3. Yi(n) BX (1) ITRTHEBTHEELORD S,

Yi(n) = (1 - a)Yi(n — 1) + aXi(n) 1)

ZCTT, o REBEEHEEDCRETHY, BEH r L OBFEE,
Fs, Wenitt ZHEoTROESICEHT T LA TES.

a=1- exp(—r—W;,Zm)

(2
%7z, Y/(n) R Yi(n) b5 Qn V7 IVHIH L, BIEICENE
ATABIT, q:q—1ICHBTHROEL LTHMTS. 257
3T LT, Yi(n) PRERO/NE RTHLLE, Y/ (n) DEEE
BOAEEPHENEL LS. 2D00MEOYOruihsd,
Xi(n) ORFHZEILOFEEZRDTL.

Kic, R 3) ZEWT Yi(n) — Y{(n) D¥T Y TR pi(n)
EZRMTB. TTTRRIYi(n)-Y!(n) OWM/IRENC L 2L
OO ROBRBER /AT A—-ZTHD, Tura okl
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Fig.1 Typical examples of the waveforms of Y;(n), Y/ (n), pi(n),

order
statistic

FFT processing

(BPF)

speech | x®
signal

order

statistic

Yi(n) Y'«(n)
processing

and Pspift.
zc po(n) peak cofk)
Yo(n)| detect frequency
calculation 0.5 ifvi
modifying s l i
speaking rate L) spiglé;ng
score
peak 0.5
zc P frequency [&®
detect calculation

Xi

2 HEEHEELEOTay JE.
Fig.2 A block diagram of the proposed speaking rate estimation system.
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S IS OB HORL "
An—ri(n)>R )

0 ( otherwise )

Kic, MHUTE pi(n) KHLTIL—LE Py, 7L—LY
7 b & Paniee D7 L— LEHZITV, RS E & BEEDOT
L—LOER Y OREE (k) ZUATE HRDS.

, Pt

(k) = o= pi(n) (4)

Py 2

&8, kDY YTV TR Fs/(Wsnite Psnie) 2R3 T
LINTESB. Yi(n), Y{(n), pi(n), PN, Psnis DOREF/RER 11
RY. (a) IZ Yi(n) & Y/ (n) DEFHE, (b) I pi(n) DERET
=B 9 R

Z0%, R (5) hOHRTLILBENS ci(k) D c(k) &
RDB. ck) & pi(n) ZBAVTR (6) DX S ICHETRC LE
TE3.

1 I-1
o(k) = 3D _a(k) (5)
=0
1 I-1 Py—1
= mz > pilh) (6)

i=0 5=0

HEDESICLTROENS c(k) id, EBOEHEED &4
L LTHESNS T L DbHoTVS. Z0ORHR (7)
BEWT c(k) CRERTOHEEEE o(k) ZRDS.

(k) = £(c(k)) M

TCT, f(x) & flz) = az® + Br+ v TRENS 2 REHKT
B9, o, B,y BRBRCEORET B85 A2 TH 5.
L ok b AFES z(t) H BHEEIEE o(k) 218 5.

3.% ]

T TRERUNEEREEOMEEZTUAT 372D iTo 1
ERITOVTIRRB.

3.1 RRF—4

T OMEEMERITS B, SERF—-S2 DK SICHE
TEHENMBERCEELNETHS. SHEOHDEE L #EEHE
DEERERDBIHITIR, BETFT—2EZABEHRETL, £TO
XA COEREFEETINY VY LATFNERS RN, T
hXEBREEDZ L TRELFMHEES.

ZTTHEREZETIR, BEMEAOEHNY T—> a3 VE
ERT—HZ~—X (SRV-DB) ZHicBEL[6]. TOBER
F—ER—ZA T, EBEORFETELCTLESTHEDELE R,
BaDBIFEL R ERHBRY X7 I (ReCoK5) % FVNTHENCH
BLTWB, 2D, —EDBHTXERFH LIFBT L,
ERED KRR ER S WA B ERHH LTS T L AVATEE

#1 FRCHEALET—RCBIF 35S LEEORHEDE
Table 1 The combination of seven speakers and seven speaking

rates.

PF00 | PFO1 | PM00 | AMO0O | AMO1 | AM02 | AM03
500 | v | +

6.73 v v v v
800 | v | Vv v v v v v
9.51 v v v v
nw| v | v | ¥

11.31 v I v I]iv ]|V
13.45 v Il v ]v]v

£2 M; V; O
Table 2 Values of M; and V.

i 0o 1 2 3 4 5 6

M; 3 5 8 5 3 5 5
V; 5.00 6.73 8.00 9.51 11.00 11.31 13.45

LRoTE.

EBRICH LI=EE T — I3 SRV-DB D ATR25X TH 5.
ATR25X TiE, EXES—EFBETRBEEN TV, &
HEOHEEZRDZDICHELUIT—2 o TWV3. BEEBK
UHEEOEAELEER LITRYT. &, BE&COULHhz2
XFOTNVT 7Ry Mg 1 SXFEHR T (P) h—BA (A) bE
BEKRL, 2XFEFBEEE M) HiclkESs (F) hEREKL
T3,

DL TWVS ATR25XDERET— XX, LA LK 4~10
BOENTF—2TH5. 20k, A—iEH RA—SHEOSTH
F—2REE LTI DOKBRT—2 L Lz, ERT7—ZI3AG
WRBERARE L. &k, SEOERTRBZFOBEOR, &S
REZEATBBERIToTOEY. 26 ETF—2DEHE
REICIHESXW 0.3 WHEETZDT, TOEETHS 0.6
PO XEMOREXML B> TV3.

T T, MERZTRLPTL T3 Sy, M;, V; D3
DOEEZERTS. Sy IXEROBHEHORBZEKTS. M;
& j BEOBEEOER T —2BREKL, V; & j BEHOE
HEEERT S, j N3 M;, V; Ofi%2icRT. &,
R1H5EbHBLSIC, SEDERTE Sy =7TH3.

3.2 RBAZE

EERIL 2 BRI TITo . RUBDIKEEHEEICAVSE
BT A= DHERIToTz. RICBEONINRSA—&%2H
WTRRFHEOHEREZRD .

3.2.1 RNFGA—-RDEFEH

FFETHHTENRIA—EDS5B, &3 ICEF7D0D/
T A= R DN TEEEDER 2T Ix.

BEREITIBOBERE LT, WFORTFMERR J ZHW .

Sny-1M;-1kg_1

I=2 X X (tmk)-Vy)* ®)

i=0 m=0 k=0

TTTojm LREEV; O m BEOFRT— X OHEFEE
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£ 3 BBEEEFREToNRTA-X
Table 3 Parameters to be adjusted.

s B

fio  SE—HHE TN B
Fro B HH L QUHT R
fi, BT HHE T RLENTR RS
fry  SBTHHSE L RBEMTRBE
Qn SRR

q i

T TEECEEHORER

F4 BRIA-ZOBRERLBBME.
Table 4 Ranges of the evaluations and the optimal values for the

parameters.
s HRME BEHE
fi, 0, 500, 1000 500 [Hz]
fne 1000, 2000, 3000 3000 [Hz]
fi, 1000, 2000, 3000,4000 3000 [Hz]
fn, 3000, 4000, 5000 5000 [Hz]
QN 0.1,02,04,0.8, 1.6, 3.2 3.2 [g]

2 3 45 6 0.75

9 EEs
T 0.001, 0.004, 0.016, 0.064, 0.256, 1.24  0.001 [s]

BIFoREMREKT 5. SEIE K =90 &Lk, ok) H5
5,m(k) NEBERTTS 2 REMK f(z) DRM o, B, 7 &, R
(9) DB 2 FREL D RDTz.

Sy-1M;-1
I=3 > Gim=Vi)’ ©)
i=0 m=0

R (8) DRVN2RBL Lo 1DIE, cjm(k) DFEMNKE
{, HEFEEOGENEDOERL KEL B> TLE o b
5THB. TTT, cjjm LEEFEV, Dm BEOY—VEER
BT 3. (8) REAVEFAR, FHOEEHEICOVWTIRHEDI
HETH, BOFBHICOVWTIREDICHEE N ISR E .
ZTTHEI, HEEEROTHENEOBHIGLIIC L5 iR
9) 2RV, &B, Ojm RIEEV; O m BHOTF—XicHI
B3SHEEEEREKL, XOR (10) TEBETHS.

- 1 K-1

im = 2 Pim(K) (10)

k=0

BT A—RICHT B HRROBEB L CEROBERE L
RS A—2DEREK 4ITRT. &H, SEOEETIIABERD
HBEDLEDSB, fi, = 1000[Hz], fr, = 1000[Hz] &\ o7z
BEROEVEBEDRICOVTIRIERLTHS.

3.2.2 HEEREDOHE

FAWRLIENRT A—& Ly bRV TRENEHER-ED
i ZfTole. MRALEERET—&XE, NI A—ZEROREL
AL 29 BREOT— X TH5. FBEC LICHEHERTEST S
febh, BEERE E; L L, HEEREEL ORED RMS ZIER
LI LTRDB T Lic L. E; RROR (11) TR S
TLNTES.

#*£5 BEHICOHT3HERZOERL RMS.
Table 5 Normalized RMS of error.

HERRE HERRE EEREN

ma
[E—=5/%8) 8] 16(s] 32[s]
5.00 0.1751 0.1157 0.0774
6.73 0.1612 0.1090 0.0787
8.00 0.1831 0.1463 0.1305
9.51 0.1368 0.1033 0.0836
11.00 0.1787 0.1405 0.1236 .
11.31 0.1403 0.1089 0.0921
13.45 0.1398 0.1130 0.0988
T = 2
By =g mag; 2 2 (0am(®) = V3) (11)
m=0 k=0
4. REERLER

4.1 INSA—LDRE

57, BROERNLEDKSICE L ICHT-BRBHEZPRE
LiehlBRTHL. SERET, EREROHTR (8) DA
BENLTBNRGA—ZOEBERBMEL UTRAE. Z0%,
DR A—ZBRYTHEINHT B0, A 70538
FGA—=ED5B, 6 DEFEELTRERID1DDING A—2%RE
LT RIBTFRER L. ZTOER, EDEBEDLETE, T
DG A—=ZLy FBRETH o8, SEIGZC DEBED
¥REALE.

4.2 HEMEOFE

RLUIRLE 29 BEOF—&icHL T, R (11) ZAWT
BHECLIC E; ZROIBRER 5 ICRT. RICR#EERME
Py %216 [s], 32 [s) LBLEREBAOKERELBRMLE. &5
&b 8 [s] DHERMBE T 16%DRE CHEHENALET
HBTLHREE.

Xic, #HEFTHEONHEZ Oy P UEEREE 3 ITRT. 4
EMNHOFEHE, SMSEEEELE- TV, HiciRREE
TRTHEE 1 OERNMEVTH S, Tuay FEDLEE 1 DER
T, fEAATH - EEN MEEREL RS, i, TO
Hcik7ay FOBEXDRRIF BB, Tav FEOMEBER
TIVAT—)VD 1/80 DIBO—BIHTERICIR->THS. L
BN i X3 REEFOREER, TEA—BRACISRE
EEOHEERTHS. ElEHEN8 5], TR 16 [s], Al
32 [s] DEERBERLX> TS,

X3 DLBcEE TR L, FHHEDEEL D L REVAE
ICECTWARFNEBIERTES. COERID, TuDREX
IRIVFELERALRTL, KEDOFEREIHEEENZ L
EZibh3. RcKIDOTRICEET 3. —RADHEEERIZ
HOBFE#EZFLE LTRIELTHBICHELTNALSICRA
3. LhL, BECLICKRERELUIER, HEFSENKE
BDICHETNBFEE L/NEDICHEINZEELICTODIBC
b ot BE&bD, ZFETRESICKET 3RHNER
EBNDENSTHEET BT bbb o, SHBERMREN
EUBREEMTL, BENOEKEREHES TIHEBLT>
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4 8 8 10 12 14 4 6
truo spaaking rate [mora/s]

(a) TOlc & BRHE, HEXME 8 [s]

truo spoaking rate [morals]
(b) Foic & 3R, HEXME 16 [s]

10 12 14 4 8 8 10 12 14
true speaking rato [morefs]

(c) Toic k3R, HERME 32 (s]

estimated speaking rato [mora/s]

4 L] 8 10 12 14 4 8
true speeking rats [more/s]

(d) —BAIC X558, #HEXME 8 [s]
X3

8

true speaking rats [moras]
(e) —BAICK B0, HERME 16 [s]
HaNCHOERME, SecHEEIEEMEE oy FLERD.

10 12 14 4 [] 8 10 12 14
true speaking rate [morals]

(f) —BAIc X 378, HERME 32 [s]

EHEERMER 8 [s|, 16 ], 32 [s] D=BFTENEIETHS.
Fig.3 Results of estimating speaking rates. The horizontal axis is true speaking rate and

the vertical axis is the estimated speaking rate. The time interval of estimation is

8 [s], 16 [s], and 32 [s].

TITERW.
AEREROTERY

LT, 2BOE > —D07—<Th 5 HERIEROMNE
BTOVTEET 5. B, SEREEETC Lk G
THERMSR S C LICHKA DD, BEREOREIERHNT
BIEEL LTERRAVS T LRERTER. LTLAT, 20
BRI TS S b, &0 XVIHERRS B I
id, BEREROKIMZEBAADC &, BVERICEETR
ENEBEOHEC OV TR LVIRSBETSS. 5L
FAREFICVNBHDE—HL LT, A—OXErELS
BEETRELLEFALOLEE, BrsBETRELLES
* F— DRI IR R L SR AL ORI T 7.

HBIC L BRI B DIER L1 7 7— 2 A—X (SRV-
DB) DHE %M L. SRV-DB IRT 5 LAIRIcBbEL
FBEF—Z_—ZTH%. &% SRV-DB DHHEAFIF
BlELTEEBXTHEERN

5.1 ERRESELBERETELOLR

AEAHCERTRET S L &, BHEN3EENEREE
DEFLRERBZTLHDHB. 2O—F% SRV-DB DF—%
BERES.

P 8[E— 5 /B] BECTY 11[E—F /B T [ ORE
Akbh) LRELTOBHIDIRY hOJS LER 412
Y. (a) TREGRTHE o BRI 2 DDE—SHHWI L TH
ELTWBT LRHETES. —%4, (b) T (a) THELT

5.

WEHSHEROE—S LB L TVARTIBRTES. (a)
L (b) TRARY raFSLHELMCERB T Lhbh 37
A5,

EERERICE, XVEVRETOERRERORERITE
5¢9 B, BRFEERERLIREIFEFNNOMED
TL 3. Liehio T, BRREEFROIRY FuJ'J LekH
WARICIIEEE TS, BERBEROART budSLLid
—H LAV, RAVERERDODIR, T5 LieBbhEsEEs
RICBOVEERRIETHESHTHS. Thbb, T—J50H&
BWHRELS 11[E—5 /8] OBFER 18[E—5 /B £ THER
ZHMLUTLHEZINSY, BEERED 8E—7 /B OEFIR
B[E—F /W) X CHEERT 3 LHMERN k3, Lo
RSN BN ESIHTHB. T35 LERKROFRERITT
BT LRSHBOMERELE> TS,

5.2 EEEEREE-BERESEEOLR

BEFERTI L E, A\HOBICEL SHEEEERE0E
BTH%. LEM>T, BEEHN LSRR TERICED
LI BBV ECZIIBRTEC Lz, RLOWEEEDS L
THRICEELEKREL > TWVS. TTTR, BE3EEER
—DOFEHICEEER U SHE R, BEERITOEELE
BEEMEOFRL O AES BB L, BEEOHLIELL &
B3PERES.

S[E—T /B DEFL 1[E—5 /B OEFERS L E
16[E—5 /W) CEHEERL L EDART b aF S5 LER 5
WCRY. BEASRE MYV CAL Th3. BEEROTIVIY
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e

(a) 8 =5 /WTORE (b) 11.31 =5 /HTORIE
4 BEESHVBRHCRETC 3-S5 DEGORMERLELD.

Fig.4 An example of the connection of two moras in the case of
high speaking rate.

AT WSOLA 2R LTz, (c) b5 (d) NDEHITHEAN
T, (a) BB (b) \DERTRBFHERSDENDAEL BT
WBT ENDHB.
ERICEEERBEOEF 2B L, (b) X0 E (d) DAHH
EWD Fh ot HEEERI L BEERBROFEENAEL L
BLEEHIHTHENSHRR, ROLSHRANMEID S
BT LEERLTVS. Thbb, 12[5—F5,/M) H5 18[E—
S /W) KEEERLUEEIREMOTEEY, 6 (T35 /
) 5 18[E—F /) ICEEER U BF I E WO ARk
TH3, VoK THB. FUICTS LIRRAEZ B0
h, ERRBCBLLELEDLS BRHFOTTREZ 300, 4
BRARTVK FETHS.

6. bVI

FHEEERICEVT, BEERSRELE 5 02T 58
HRERT BRI, SROFHEEHEET SFEEERLE.
2 DDWHIB L XN FE LR PRI XN F N bIER TS 2D
DEEDPR/uADFEEL LT LY, EFELIZRETE
¥ 16%DRETRERENRETHB T LBRLI.

Fir, BRICETIWEDDITERLIEEET—ER—R
(SRV-DB) ZRWVT, BHEEHICHT 25, BIURHEE
BBOEHEORYMERTT, F—E2X—RDFFERERLE.

SHix, HEEEEAEURECBEEERBSLHOHFE
KEHFLTVERL.
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