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Multimedia Databases in the Humanities

Kozaburo Hachimura
Ritsumeikan University

Seven years have passed since the special interest group ” Computers in the Humanities”
was established in the Information Processing Society of Japan. The special governmental
research grant for promoting computer applications for humanities research has also been
started. The activities for applying information technologies to humanities research have
been outstanding, in both sectors of information engineers and humanities researchers.

Because today’s small PC are capable of handling multimedia information, it is not
difficult to have digitized original research material like image and audio data used in
humanities research. This will contribute to sharing original research material among

researchers, and this will result in raising objectiveness of the humanities research.

This paper describes the current status of the use of multimedia information processing
and multimedia database in the humanities research in Japan, after stating the specific
nature of data processing in humanities research.
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