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Nigari - a programming language for novice students -
easy to learn OOP fundamentals leading to Java

SHINYA CHO,t MUNENORI KAI,it AKIRA KAWAI,
TakAAKI HINO,+ SHIN'1IcHI MAESHIMA t
and KATSUHIKO KAKEHI ¢

Programming lessons in universities start in a language widely used in practice, such as
Java, of which richness in syntax and semantics tends to be rather an obstacle for students
to learn and enjoy programming. We developed a programming language Nigari and its sup-
porting system to present students an environment where they learn OOP fundamentals by
writing attractive examples to be visualized on the screen from the beginning. Nigari is de-
signed to lead to writing programs in Java. We report on our class experiment of applying
Nigari and its system at the CS department in Waseda University.
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while(true) {
x=x+1;
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function diff(a,b) {
if (a>b) return a-b;

return b-a;
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