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Abstract

This paper presents a novel method of measuring the representativeness of aterm, i.e.,
informativeness or domain-specificity of a term. The value is defined by normalizing
the distance between the word distribution in the documents containing the term and
the background word distribution. The measure can compare the representativeness of
~ two terms with highly different frequencies, and has a naturally defined threshold of
being representative. Experiments showed that the measure clearly outperforms
existing measures in evaluating terms in different domains; newspaper articles and
abstracts of Al papers.
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