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Abstract. According to the moralizing god hypothesis, belief in a supernatural agent or broad supernatural
punishment can sustain human cooperation; and thus, such belief drives human social complexity. Numerous
studies, including a systematic analysis, have investigated supernatural punishment against those who have harmed
other humans; however, supernatural punishment toward those who have harmed nature have been scarcely studied
quantitatively. Such belief might help solve environment problems or contribute to sustainable development of
local community. Here, we analyzed items related to ‘tatari’ (supernatural revenge) recorded in the Japanese
folklore database. The results indicated that words related to nature (e.g., tree, animals, mountain gods) frequently
appeared together with ‘tatari’. Further, the results also suggested that punishment is likely to given to a larger unit
(e.g., family/house) rather than a single individual. The results supported that retributive characteristic of nature
are contained in Japanese folklore on ‘tatari.’
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