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Manuscripts Connected with the Oshima-bon Text of the Tale of Genji:

A Study of Usage Frequency Patterns for Kana-character Variants
Tetsuya Saito (College of Business Administration, Shukutoku University)

In this paper, I consider the identity of the copyists of the Oshima-bon manuscript of the Tale of Genji, by comparing the
relative distributions of all kana-character variants appearing within various related manuscripts. The texts thus examined
were: the Oshima-bon manuscript of the Tale of Genji, manuscripts of the Hekianshé and the Tales of Ise said to be by the
hand of Asukai Masayasu, the “Sawarabi” volume of the Imperial Household Archives Sanjonishi-ke-bon manuscript of the
Tale of Genji, and the “Asagao” volume of the Takamatsunomiya-ke-bon manuscript of the Tale of Genji. The result of a
statistical comparison of the kana-character variant distributions for each manuscript demonstrated: (1) a mutual closeness of
distance between the manuscripts said to be by the hand of Asukai Masayasu, and (2) that not one of the 53 volumes of the
Oshima-bon manuscript evinced any similar distance with the manuscripts by Asukai Masayasu’s hand. It was furthermore
demonstrated that a mutual closeness of distance also existed among that subgroup of volumes within in the Oshima-bon

manuscript of the Tale of Genji that shared the identifying “Miyakawa” stamp.
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