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An Attempt at Stemmatic Classification of Manuscripts of the Tale of Genji
Using Kana Ngrams

Tetsuya Saito (College of Business Administration, Shukutoku University)

In this paper, I report the results of an experiment at stemmatic classification, using kana Ngrams to analyze
textual and orthographic variations between multiple manuscripts of individual chapters within the Tale of Genyi.
Classification results were obtained for several selected short-length chapters using Ngrams of 3~5 grams. The
results for manuscripts of these chapters showed that (1) the method was able to identify which stemma
(Aobyoshi-bon or Kawachi-bon) a given chapter belonged to, and that (2) stemmatic classification was easier for
some chapters of the work than for others. Furthermore, a comparison of these results with stemmatic
classification results obtained by literary and philological methods of research showed that the conclusions
reached were identical, suggesting that the method used in this experiment may have a certain degree of validity.
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