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Development and Practice of a System for Putting Town’s Appeal
on a Map

AKIRA HATTORI?

Abstract: In this paper, | propose a system to collect town’s appeal, which is posted to a social networking site (Twitter) by
young persons, and put the appeal on an online map. Town’s appeal is essential for community-based activities. | assume the
system is used at a town walking activity and my aim is to increase young persons’ interests in the town by walking around there
to find its appeal. When participants of such activities post town’s appeal on Twitter that they discovered, my system collects the
appeal and adds the information to its database. The information contains a comment for the appeal, its location, a URL of its
photograph, etc. The system makes it possible to browse the appeal on a map-based interface running on a web page or a
smartphone and tablet device. | conducted town walking activities in cooperation with nonprofit organizations and used my
system in the activities. Participants posted information about the representative places of the designated areas as the appeal
there. They also posted town’s appeal that they could not find without walking around there. The results of the questionnaire to
the participants suggested that their interests in the designated areas increased.
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Figure 1 System structure.
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Figure 2 A screenshot of a map page
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Figure 3 A smartphone application of our system for iOS.
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Table 1  Alist of town walking activities we conducted.
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Figure 4 The number of participations.

(© 2017 Information Processing Society of Japan

iEmSt,
25

Vol.2017-GN-101 No.1

B 5 ZhnEOEEMH
Figure 5 Residential areas of participants.
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Table 3 The number of participations and change of the

participants interest in the designated areas.
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Table 4 Residential areas and change of the participants

interest in the designated areas.
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Figure 6 Current addresses of participants.
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