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t Design of a Key Layout for the Roman Alphabet Based
Japanese Input System and Its Evaluation by YosHIO
SHIRATORI and FUMIHIKO OBASHI (NTT Electrical Com-
munication Laboratories).
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Fig. 1 Basical Roman character key layout for high
alternating hand usage ratio.
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Table 1 Frequency of Vowel+Vowel for Kana character di-gram sets.

(a) REBHOBE

(b) RERFBIUERFTOHRS

w2 A | v | u | ¢E
A 0.2 2.4 0 0.2
1 0.3 0.3 0.2 0
U 0 0.4 1.0 0.1
E 0.4 2.2 0 0
O 0.2 0.5 4.6 0.1

O RERE | (%) 23] (%)
0.1 Al 2.4 AA 0.2
0.2 Ul 0.4 I 0.3
0 EI 2.2 uu 1.0
0 ou 4.6 EE 0
0.3 o1 0.5 00 0.3

A 9.9 At 1.8
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Table 2 Frequency of Vowel+N, Consonant+Y, and same Consonants for

Kana character di-gram sets.

(a) ROFOEA (b) X5F0HAE (c) ®LFHEA
% | (%) a2 78 | U |a1Eo 2<E | (96
AN 1.4 YA 0.3 0 0 KK 0.3
IN 1.1 YU 0.4 0.7 0 SS 0.2
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Fig. 2 High usage ratio of home row.
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Fig. 3 Good balance of finger load.
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Fig. 4 New keyboard layout for Japanese text input using

Roman characters.
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Fig. 5 Experimental keyboard layout.
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L ] 1 1 1 1
0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350
HERRE (8R)
e BREH

Fig. 6 Training curve on the new keyboard layout.
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mEE (&R

7T x5 —-R
Fig. 7 Error rate on the new keyboard layout.
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Fig. 8 Alternating hand usage effect on input time decrement. — v .
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(2) KETGAROITYAREICHT 55HR %15
83, ZHITHADHEYMMEIXEITTAOHE M £ 100
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&0, RETFAVBANEEDOEEICAKESHFFLT Fig. 9 Inputtime ratio of each row to mean

WA EHRIZNS. time for typing.
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[ #1 (& #]
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Fig. 10 Input time ratio of each finger to mean time for typing.
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ICEBRT BN T, EF—ROFEHA
TRz e T S ERMSED S,
(6) BIBFEHED N5 R
ZieOERRIZ, BF : AFEds, this,
i, MEs& L 19,13,10,7%, EF:
B& 22,12, 11, 8% THh-71. EFA
ZiIOERRSHERMMED 19% XbPP
BN LR, FR0BEA L ERkIC, B
FEAHCHW B XFET — 4 L RBR 7~
FOXFHERMBRLB T LICKS.
(7) HBiILOATIFER

R 10 i3, #HEE 3 LZOFITTARE
KBNT, FGANKEicNTI8ED
TPANBHERERT. EFKEO
F — ASIRRNE, HFICHART 1.5~3 £
ERBMEZELI. UL, FTHARE
oMEicE b3, EEEFBLURE
D F — AFIRHID 2% 1348 5 R HEED
b, AFEBEFICHENTELIITTA
TE3CLR, EEBTHFF—BEdic
AENRE+ - BECEMITEIRTH S
&, RETBFATREFOFTMNHENT
EWFiCXB DRI S.

2% 1 HORPEBREARXADICET 3 XL+ - B ORIESHE
Annexed table 1 Key layout characteristics of another main Kana to Kanji conversion
methods for Japanese input.

% nipla 7| g | BEAE 00 (£ Z7IW ) memmon (b AF, TR EF)
Xl B oA & (AR DO T ‘
o6 3T B es) b - o Tr [Rim] A | v Ak s | g | v | A
i | |
(sky @ ot | 15| — | === —i{—|—|®]|B8 j 12| 6 %0
ﬁ-— 21L68f111—?100‘— 19| 12| 1 8 | 50
n ) \ } | T
| [(2)QWERTY®5 69 = 17 21 D e Bl el e e I B
- 1 , —‘55‘30 15‘— 00, — |1 | 8| 7 12|40
. S L
i @ ispmm 2 || m |~ = = = === | 7] 9| B| 7| %
+ — I 12 76 12 — 100 | — 33 7 f 13 11 64
- T T T T T T \—“—‘
(M REF 88 16|60 | — | 2 5 2 9 72 9 1) 7|50
—|® |45 |18 o 0| 2 24 1] 7| 6|5
(HJsmm_ | e vz|se | 4] 0|~ 5| —]09 } — 12| 9 8| 8|
»l USCe2) | 12 | 3 | 23 ’ 20 | — (91| — 18 12 8,6 15|53
+ —_—— ) . | i ‘ ]
;{(Z)ﬁfﬂs | 67 | 12l s0 | — | 4 6 1] — ' 11 I — |19 | 13 * 12 | 13 | 57
% | (15T 62s6) | — |20 42 2% — & — |17 w0 8| 84
| | S I TR T R e R e
(3)@iEv7 v Hk| 58 | 14| s | — | 8 12 1 -zl el z 7 | 55
| — | / 20 | 5|2 I 79010 9| 9 ] 0| 7|4
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(8) RHEBRRZITHLORL
FEOBRRIITERIZ0.1% Thh, HHED 0%
EiZIZ—R L.

E, fHElic, DPURFEBEBAIANICEY
Ao ElS + -BEANORESEEE, IBEEROSL
BXEF—2 2RO TROIFERERL

5. 3+ U

BEABASCHE LIz o -2 FREANEEB B/, #E
HOH LA ROXETFARDONE, @R Fo—
IBDRL, @F—2LB*—FERARDOMLE, @FIEHE
HAED5 YR, ORERBIITEORLO 5HED
EARIHFER/EL, 220 FROMKIFEF—4%
EICEAERI L. CORE, DToax8H»
icL7e.

(1) BHEEFELELACHBL, HOXEITHA
BE EicFHE I BoHA*~24T 30 -4
2EARNNERN. OB, XEFTFAR 91%,
R — LB+ —{ERAR 68% (QWERTY B3 oS :
F& 69,20%) EOMVBRIERKEEZET 3.

(2) CORNOBIEBERRBRICID ML, #
BE3SBOATEEICHET 2 EREHER, WTheR
W EDBEERL, 951234 330 BoME %
I# 240 F/2DEODISATEECELY:.
5 -3, BRULAEAH0.5% e L, BEL
DORIEIR S -72. DI, FTHABREDFHS, X
HITHABREBLUF — 2B+ —DFERAN, AJEE
DHALICESTHZZ EEHBLI:.

VEORER, A+—-BFREXEANICELTHS
ZEMppote. 4%, LOBELPTVE—F—F
ZB5/.0ici3, AMOFIEREEZER L c+:—F—
FRERICODOTHRET 2 LBEND 5.

Wi KO, KARERTO CHih, HHEREY
BEEROIXF, EARBHESLER—KE, R/
HMREFALR, A)E—HaOnEEENEBRE
ZR, b Uit NTT BliBEKIASEARAER
KRB LTS, 2, 24 Vv rETH%Io
W TR 2L B B BRI B < B
7=LEY.

2 ¥ XK

1) FrehBRE, RAE—, MIEF: EXF—H—
Fitk B HEAXADICONT, HRUBEESALK
XADFEAHFEEZR, 1-1, 9pp. (1981).

2) K& ;, EHBEW, =H &: BEAXs v F

June 1987

24 TANO—FRK, HHRLBELEHRXEE, Vol
24, No. 6, pp. 772-779 (1983).

3) ZAEM: BAXFANLFR (M FR) o0
TER2H), HRUEES Y v RY v A THAE
XEOASILIRES, pp. 25-35 (1985).

4) BEERER) : 8B R2MILBEALICHT- » T—HEE
ANFRICONT—, WHLE, Vol. 27, No. 5,
pp. 493-497 (1986).

B) L5248 hA: 247544 OXFEEN—n—
CPEIALSEHNFE A4 S—, EEHEE, Vol. 187,
pp. 52-61 (1967).

6) EOFEA, LA : BEANKE © BIEH i
DVT3)—e—FRRARKLIANEE—, B
FEE¥SHRELEKRS, No. 1390, 9t 6, p.
148 (1977).

NHNE B:52475420%—DHFELOEF
(2), o—==FH#R, No. 9, pp. 13-19 (1951).

8) tatuoka hirosi: ontaipu no kokoromi, romazi
sekai, Vol. 517, pp. 7-11 (1960).

9 L £: PEXFBREIASS542-DFA
A, $:BERE 49-55414, 9 pp. (1974).

10) #BRIEE : HAFEORR = — FANHER, & 23
Elf B ¥ LL4ERESBMBERE, IM-5, pp.
969-970 (1981).

1) & #§: rLURFEHFRDO7—F 7oty
Y+ 0+ —EF, HROUBEESHEIANTRAHE
£&%¥}, 10-3, 8 pp. (1983).

12) BRAREE, /MRRE, ANALE: BEBEBALH
u—<F+—-EFNoR#El BAIXADLERHE
L&5El, 18-1, 8pp. (1984).

13) pRESB, /MAXE, ARAE: BXEAHH
;S E TOREHITME, HRLEYSY v
R L THRBEXEOATIERE] pp. 17-24
(1985).

14) [WEHKE CNMERIBER) : 21 751442 2DA
NEEORFNER—BXES 1 751 2 OBR
BR~DHEA, &, Vo. 13, No. 8, pp. 974-983
BXLY No. 9, pp. 1112-1121 (1981).

15) BEABFIHREGS - SAEEFHROE o £
{LicBI3 2 BEMFKHES, No. 57-C-440, pp.
44-134 (1982).

16) #ii B: 2xbtu—2 AhE (2HFHAHE),
e, Vol. 23, No. 6, pp. 552-568 (1982).

17) ¥8 =, /NHFE, LENE: BAEs v+
BATAN A~ FYROWBY 27 ADIER, 825
EHEHAEELSERLMERXE, pp. 1089-
1090 (1982).

18) IUANE  HEFA R MK D BEXANS
RicB 7 5 ERWAREE BFEE¥SE
Vol. 66, No. 9, pp. 939-945 (1983).

19) KE#—, FuLfkEE : BEI RV —Z20ITH A
TEIBET 2 0BEFNITE, BREEHERPIE
ER{LHE4E, Vol. 10, No. 4, pp. 429-452 (1961).

(FBF0 614 10 B 23 HZA})
(R 624 3 B 25 B#4%)



Vol. 28 No. 6

Bm %K (E2E)

FAFD 19 44, FRAD 42 SRR
THTBRIFEME X HOMUE
. ARFERTERAERELIRBET.
N TR ABEBELHALL LR,
BREGERR, WEFALERE, >
REFEBRANKE, +- - FEBSKCBET AW
KHE. BE OA BB O BRI FEFEICONTH
HEHD. AMI%LELAE.
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ME £B (E&R)

W22 P4 MR 45 EWBKYF
THEIBMATFENEE. REAAR
BRELHAM. LUk »RREFE
#, ¥-K-FEHN, V54 F
BEXAN, EFEANSOBKEER
RBEMOTRICHES. B, NTT HABERKHR
IRFRE. BTFEREEES ALRERS AR
THEL&RA.




