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Approximate String Matching Based on Kana Variants of Names

Katsumi TakAHASHI T and Kvojr UMEMURA Tt

The existence of several Kana variants for many Japanese names is a major problem in
constructing Japanese information retrieval systems. We propose an approximate string
matching method for finding personal names when there may be Kana variants. Most methods
for dealing with this problem normalize Kana variants for the name, but there is no normaliz-
ing standard and the best method for handling the many variants to be normalized is unclear.
We collected name variants in 30 million Japanese names and then classified them into 90
thousand name-variant units. We found that 58% of the names have more than two variants.
Our proposed matching method uses normalization based on the Kana variants, which are
described by 21,276 equivalence relations that are automatically converted into 15,841 normali-
zation rules. This matching method can retrieve all relevant records with 93% precision.
Thus, it is superior to exact string matching, which overlooks 15% of the relevant records.
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Table 2 Solutions for the Kana variants problems in the
directory assistance system.
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Table 3 Frequency of the family name database.
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Table 4 Example of family name (Top 10).
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Table 5 Name-variant units.
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Table 6 Causes of the Kana name variants.

EALE | &5l i NVUH| HE (%)
EEE | BE | boav-bia(HE) 1498 | 8.9
R | gm (ezos-o20550M) | 7583| 45
FOM | S x-mAE E () 118 | 7.1
HE | EE | PFSE-DEEE (LK) 10725 | 64.0
B 2ot | b s-sUis G5R) 93| 5.7
EE | FE | BvE-2vE () %6 | 4.7
20 | Lo D-b (5) 94| 1.2
KR | BE | LAR-UAIRS (i) 813 | 4.9
2O | iR (B | 49| 25
Zof PEBE-PREHEBIE | 293 | 1.7
B/C, 2/9F | #Ok-&TIkE) 410 2.4
85/8% LS50 E-r B GEL) a7 1.3
BHEROBE | 25U5-T8LA#R) 2747 | 16.4

HEREZONDOH 2 16,754 D NVU T 2 EHHR TRz,

[BEFRT L [»aRE] OMPHEMNETS [ O

&T, 10O NVU BT 283, EERIMNEL
T, DRREVE—DEE 2T, §hbbohnl
Reh s 5 HEZ2FD, OUOHER, HifiCE
B UJe TEFNREEEHE] ki,

B2 Tl id BEEO» 2RIV DB, 20
SEWRREN [Z3LA][Z3Cs]TzBLA]
DEERFECERTEHIL 1 >0 NVU 2, FkE [H»
HLAB] UA] [LE] 230 NVUIZ, D23
[ % 7 DO NVU RSEL., 25 LTlLE
108,450 % 87,630 D NVU 5L 7z, 2D 55
16,754 O NVU 121 2 DAL O 2 RELHE L, ©

ANB DR RLOONCETD GEBSIFFIEEE 1909

NBDHBZENDBoT, THIREF—5 O 58%fd
SEPDOONNEETLZIEEZRLTVLS,
Re@nDEEFREZ2R6 CRT. £61XNVU
TLUFETZ2ONORREPHES U, HE (GE
B OBREEHEOEEPERT 5, XE18) L
V) BENVU D6 EL LicEET 2 ERTH S, L
PLENDSAC D [HOAR-HEA® (FE)] Lwn
STREFEOORP, [HLbo6-5U1Es (BE) ] Lw
STDFEOONIBEEL TS, IS BERDTE
BT TE T RWONTH S,

4. PIDHBHEWICXT 2XFINEE

AETIE, BEL T2 MBS 2T 01, 3ET
S PIC LIcEDWNEN (NVU) 2 & IERGHEA] 2
TR %, thow TwieE S —5] 2EEL, X
WIERbIcBVv 2 FEER2 EE L, £0 FTEHRER
AR 3,

4.1 phicEI{—F

BELTHEE ABOBRBIBLTHVEDLY
F 7R BRBMOPBRRIZICONLH->TH, bhd
BOREETIZETHS, ZOKRKR? [OhickD
=8 EMERZ LT 5, BEEXRIIRT.

BOLRELOESE S LTHLE, StBiF2E
BRVs%, ¢, bES KX LT, a & b BEL NVU LB
TEE aVb BENIIDET 3, T4bb,

Jx,Ju; (x, a)cu/\x, b)EusaVsb.

T2l x X HAEOEFRI, widds NVU,
ZOLE [WhieEI<—8] &, Moudb¥XFd
gt hE, gZXLT,

VxEAlg), 72721 Alg)={z|xES, qVsx}
5 xEROBIETH S,

A(g) iE, NVU 5 BBIZRD B 2 ENTE 3,
FlZ EMWEbED [ 2] ThhiE, [AH] (48
H] D NVU 56,

A (“IL77)
={mL Tz, LI, BE, DEP, L)

%%, ZOEEEMuEbR L TR ORI
HEEODPLRLEWEREL TS, ZOESERDE
BriRTHES,

X )
= {7z, K72, D ET, »E, 287,
72, TEZ, TRz, THIE, DD,
DD, Bz, @I, hnil)
X L7203, “DR R o [EFERE] LRU (&
FRE 2RO [(AREL] 2EDLLIOTH B,
ONERD ST OIICIIBEIE, NVU 285 012



1910

LizZ ik oTIORICED—BES] A(g) 3K
SN, ONOBEFRE & DT EHHBEIC R o2, ML
T A(q) CETWTHRERTTI FEK DWW TR 3,

4.2 FHRIALCBVIREBOES

HOPRELOEESKBITLEE VERDLS
WEFRT D,

A, s, -, B €S

aVshi N\ Vsha A . N By Vb a V.
V ZHBEE2HE T O CEERRTH L. £/ Z0F
£ aVeb=2aVb THB I L B5h 5,

R V2o ROBBVERTE 3. HOEbYE

Vi grdsk,

YxeB(q), 1272L B(g)={x|xES, qVx}.
b xERDB, IO B(Q) kSBT3 ¢ DREE
THY, 2 BT [AEMERE OB TIER AL
BT L TE S,

FEEES Blg) &, ®hicEI< —KES Al
Dz Blq)2A(qg) %z BB H 5720, EHL%
LTHRBET> 158, ©NOBRcH 2 »kREIR
TRTMEENS, P LECNVU RBES RVLHIE
KREDMBINLWEESERH S, OOV TR
5ETHWT S,

4.3 EFRECRAUDIER

NVU 805 % 2 0, NVU 2 & FE{bOZHREE]
RIEL LR T 2EERBE S ik, T IIEY
WD b 2EET, FEHEAIBEScRKDOhE 2k
BINETH 5,

L

RELEE

Aug. 1995

FMERR > S BRI Z2RD 2 70T Y X201
Knuth-Bendix DL 7 VT Y XA E LTHIS T
W3, ZO7NVTY RADEKRIL, 1 DDOSEF| MR A
52D0DXFHNCEERZ ONBEE, D200
FHHNEFELL 22 X5 2RAIOBEMERVET LT
b5, ZOFHETNT ) XL BFE ST, EOIE
ERORNDT RTOERH & FHRCHR 2 7ER L 72,

2ETRANIZEBY, BET ZERER, B0k
Fidx Vel 2REECST3 2 -ThY, RIURE
FOPRFEY 1 DOERBERS h 255
KDBZEDBBETH B, FiconwhnoBRiE, 35
THLPIZ L d_TD NVU (O W IEA) OFEE
D2hBRRELEEERV THEALZ OTHS, Bz,
K5D2FBHDNVUIZ, ROXICEEEINS,

“ZHLB “V? Z3L 37,
“Z3LB VT ZBLABY,
“I3UB VT IBLA”

I35 LTTRTOONDEHR2L, 2768 2> & EHML
HAZRD 2 MHE 2T o7, ZORKE, bbbt
Knuth-Bendix Q57 V3V X A3 1R DMEEE
BNTLRWY, VIZOLTIFLEIZELL, ©oho
EREERI 15,841 M2 87 LT B3I 1 DOXE
ke 1 20OV YRV ELTHE -T2 3" &
“ZHUB” REMADOY YRV EED). HE2-0oRD
BROEGEE 11, FEE7 VT Y X2k > THE
B LIz @n O EREI 2R 2 1R 7.

“BNDHETVBLpiEn,
“BUBDYV sy
Y ETV g
“BUVEBIVEEE D
“HFTV eduon,
“&)v\*ﬁ'k”v“&b‘-ﬁ’/v”,
CBVEY S pen

HERIEOONDERES

Fig.1 Equivalence relations.
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Fig.2 Normalization rules.
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EoTBY, ORI L TEELLBEETHB L2 5,
R [REEE] & [REIS] DL S1215,042
ROWED, 2 DO RECHBEERZE> Twb, —7
10 282 2 2 REHEFE LT T & - FMEE 81
T, 1,564 BBEEAE LTz, 2 REBDIRA L 2> - 1FH
{COFEMERR I IERP 2 [ W | & 72 2 & TREIHIZ 109
ThbH (F3)., CNSOEFEESHERERZ T 2EAE
BoTwnb,

5.4 EEF—IR—XA~DEFRA
RETLIREGHEEREBROT —IR—AHEEBT 21
DEERRND, T —FR—2Ap 5, HOHEF—¥
FLOEADT RITo e ETHEERCHELT, La—
F#¢ 10,000, 27 RECOFEZ DB 3,540 OB T
— I R—=A BB L, ZhEHANTONOIERERE]
BHESTRBROERZIT o7, KEERET — 5 ~—2
DB, FETHIZ I RFER S 10,000 22 2 & 1R
HIz ) DWRBL I — FEOBREMN 20 2230
FERREOMOEEEMFML THRE2I R LD
10,000 LR W23 2 hEXNH 2, MBEOHL2ES TR
7.
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Fig.3 The maximum equivalence set of the Kana variants.

I

Table 8 Example of retrievals.

AT Hh
Bids BBIES, BES, BES, 21ks, 2ES, 22
LAHARE | EIF, LBYE, LARE, LR
bizig~ | blizx, bz~
BWOFE | B0 E, T FE, bPDOFE
HLiES | LS, LTS, »LiEs, »lhs

DL CHEFRREZ 41 TROONICETL
—HESCHLUT I RELETNCEA, DhC L
BRELNEBH L. ZOBRRORRLY 22— FEOD

HARHEIX 27.6 (4T, BE—BDEER20.1TH Y,
ZDOETSHEOFCONDEFEERZ L > TRE»O BN
Tz I—RFBREERTw3, BE—Hshs0h
DNFEBZEATFREINTWEET TR, [HALIR
51 T3 [pLbiEs] REOREOELERED
OO L AREE 225 T B,

BRI IR X 2 BRE ORI DL TREY
I—FOREBEOBE»5ARND, BEROKRELY a
— NEERTODIRIEREL (85 ] L RIBET
22 TH L, ZhIFREB [d8nwE S| 2 [
BOFEENLT[E8ES] (1534) L [&nwk 3 |



Vol.36 No.8

(19 BB LIz TH B, —F, BEBOBOH
TS 3 TRULIERED [0w] L2 RET, EE
R A M- ML 24 78, MRV I— FEIZ 49 6T
Elxw, ZOMOFITHHERDERIC L 2REL I —
FROBFHAEINEB E hr oz, LIS DFEH
iz L2 5H2#ET 0 s, HEODZVhRE
EFOHIH LT, T—FN—2A L TREN LR
FEEPL (alias) L LTEFELTBE, 208
2o B EB R IERACRRD 693 2 L XERETH B,
IAFTBILRESTTF— I R—ADHEIIKRE {7
2 OOFHRABB L UVEE L RWEREZET
LTEMTED, IHIZESBNEY AT AREHIFOR
FULORETH B,

6. BEbHYIC

AZLDHRFILOOII & > TH U 2 HAE BRI
BB AMES R T 27010, EO»RERLD
ONEFIRTL, FRCESOLRETRFIBEE IR
L7,

AN DWNEE ST B Tz DITEE 3,000 HHED
aREN, HRREOMNIL E2ERNE, FHE, BB
BEPSBOHTIT) —ZHEL TONDHERIT
v, ohEBERICKRS T, TORBEEIRNI FED
HOONEMNIZHETE, EF—F LT 58% 02/
SMDONLBD B I EBNnroTt, WNOERERIZES
% EOBEFEFEOTOENKEL S 2 ED 5 2 L2t
oz,

ZORNDEMRIETWIBERZITS I, ©h
DOEMR%E 21,276 HOXFFIOERBER TR L, £ 2
» & Knuth-Bendix DS 7 VT XA 25 T
15,841 OESUEHAI /AR T 2 FEEREL, 20
AR > TOR ORI B 2 SCFEF 2 EHF 25 #a
LBl 9 5 IEBEALE L & 2 aE R RE L.,

ZOMEFEE 3,000 FHFED T —F X— X DREW
WAL T, BHEE, EEEOHLA» STliEIT- .
HEEOBED» X, XFFNORE—BIZ L BRERT
W IB%EEL Twie I & 3BT 1L x Y
THIENTE, HREFBYOMEREE, &
NS DIERABHANTHAA 3,000 FAD VL TH 2
B2IRTOONETELTHED, BRERILOOLH
HoTH1IEORERTHLITHRET I LNTE
5, CHEBHEEY LB T5RBIEN L CEEE
BTH3,

SIL, FREC L 2EBREC LV ERFROBREE
DELE» SO L, Ho» I L-0NOBEFREOER
DXL % & WL, BEFERCLEE6TIDEY

AFHDPIEREO@NITED ELCCFEFIRE . 1913

MR RICHE T X 2P EFIRA RO T35 2
EOHRETH B,

BEE HESBRL o BRENSTRIIE S LV
—TOHRCEHLET. ERMBBET 5502 0O
BEPHERLUTWIZ W2 NTT O 104 BEEANER
(ANGEL ¥ A7 &) T E8ba AL B#H L £7.

2 EF X B

1) ELEEESR : MAKRE O v, BRI EEE
Frss 75, SHFoHIBR (1983).

2) Cleventon, C. W.: Report on the Testing and
Analysis of an Investigation into the Compara-
tive Efficiency of Indexing Systems, Aslib-
Cranfield Reseach Report, Cranfield (1962).

3) BRENHE, Y BRI BI L EHARSE
e, EHRALEE, Vol 34, No. 10, pp. 1259-
1265 (1993).

4) HFELT : %205 FEFEEY 2T A, HHRL
#, Vol. 16, No. 3, pp. 230-238 (1975).

5 HHER(C: #FXFDT =5 F = v 7Kg
DT —F 2 v 2700 T, 220y Z5es,
SYSTEMS No. 122, pp. 41-47 (1975).

6) BERE, BMERA . ARDTAD S5 OBEE
BRI SHREBLERFSER, Vol 92,
No. 72, 92-NL-91-4, pp. 25-32 (1992).

) FHTR, EL M & S8 BRAZEEOL
BC DWW T OFE, KEEESFER, Vol 39, No.
1, pp. 13-24 (1993).

8) Hall, P. A. V. and Dowling, G.: Approximate
String Matching, Comput. Surv., Vol. 12, No. 4,
pp. 381-402 (1980).

9) Robbins, C. J. and Kille, S. E.: The ISO Devel-
opment : User’s Mannual Volume 5: QUIPU,
p. 35 (1991)

10) Odell, M. K. and Russell, R.C.: U. S. Pat,
1-261-167 (1918), 1-435-663 (1922).

1) B8 & KU FE KK : GABRRV AT
L—EBREETENEGE~OHEH—, BRAEES
FOCEE, Vol. 24, No. 4, pp. 421-428 (1983).

12) FErER, RBEER, AR BAnMmERE
FENY AT A (CUPID) OBZFBHBERH R
NTT R&D, Vol. 39, No. 6, pp. 841-850 (1990).

13) ¥i< JEIER, MEMZ, FE— FREERD
DAER, BT HEHEEHESIEE Vol J 77-D-I1,
No. 2, pp. 380-387 (1994).

14) Knuth, D. E. and Bendix, P. G.: Simple Word
Problem in Universal Algebras, Computational
Problems in Abstract Algebra, pp. 263-297, Per-
gamon Press (1970).

15) FPIEZ, HEZ = Ny 7 . A KRN, £
JEIE (1985).

16) XALTEFER, EEMRSRE . EEEEERL



1914 AL

BE[MER], & 358\ (1992).
17) z&ﬁ‘dﬁﬁi BEFOERE, BFEHEES, ExLH
25, pp. 82-111, aﬁrbﬁaﬁ% (1987).

18) XM : EEECBIE 77X b N RRA &
BHRA, HAEB L BREHE, £2& ALKEoF
7« FH8 (b)), pp. 223-265, BEE=RE (1989).
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UTFTWR, 3BT, e [#oon8ar]
(NVU) H4ET 2FIFEIZ DWW TIN5,

Al = 2]

(1) EFEZOBEPOHBMABEMICTNTONE
FREEFEHER EbhTwakofEs 250
B2, (2)BEFEMCH RO 2 EHALE,
T, BEROAT T —SHET S, (3)HF Y —
BN OBENEEN TV I LTS, (4)E
FHEMO»ZRELOONEFREPE (B, oRTes
E)), (5)% NVU M ET 3,

A2 EFBAODIOHE

()25 (3) 2 TOFREDHERELERI RS, UT
THHT 2 cEIE, HEOHEH O R L
BT TN —IZONDOBRBTEET S LHE L.

ZFNENDOH T ) —TWi &l Ui 2 85K
FNCHiBE T %, 2 FEFOEANLFIORE, o
ERHOEEY, ¥ ABEFR0ETRHOS &Rl L
2. ZOLETONRE LR IO IIIPEEOE
1629, FADHRE D2 EOHMEBIRG Y — S EH L
7ZbDTHBEEZ, ONBMEIB7r—A L LTRD
SEERU. (haIreofl, (2)KROZE
1. (3)EFEEHEHOE/L,

A.2.1 Al dhn

RKIDHT7TTY =31, 3204 FC3L XLy 2).
BT LT [5/0, J/F] L ZERS
[8/BB] OESHIBEET S, 202 DIIE
DH oW BAHE THNI,

A.2.2 RKEOMIL

C1-6,C19-24, TN FERBECTHY ZDH T

TV — BT AR EONREE L, 2L C3 S

(B (F), K
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Table 9 Difference categories and judgements on the Kana

variants.

ERAE | FER i #l HE
1| EER | FE & pb-ri (1) 0
2 | HERE Bt/ 1E5-1< ) 0
3 BE RE HH-bH% (K- 0
4 Fi3& /¥R 9% (8-) o)
5 Z0ft & Zx-Z L) O
6 Fidk /i rb-»(Il-) O
7| EE | TE e 1o-bs(-F) @]
8 | BEAHR [t/ v BAIDA-E) O
9 B R So-¥n (-H) X
10 foidk/vin 3 H-%(-¥8) O
1 20t & AU A (1) X
12 P34/ o0 Bl 5/7% H (1) @)
13| %8 5 Py Lb-0%(4-) 0O
14 /A n bid-HH(E-) 0
15 B g EA-TAE) X
16 B3/ WT-T(H-) o)
17 Z0ft B RE-BE#-) X
18 Wi/ B2H-235 () O
19| KE E 5 We-id7% (-3 o)
20 B/ DU O-BEI O (E) O
21 BE b foT-Te b (-88) O
22 B 05-0(-4) @)
23 Z0ft & pE-m (-f) 0]
24 B /A b=l (-F) O
25 | PR FH e 2B5-D85 O
2% kRS WBD-LIED (E) O
27 B pEs; ZUT-2 T (#) O
2 R /v im BE-B85(F) O
29 Z0ft g Boox-gADx#) | O
30 B/ RE-REE MWD @)
31| 17 piIpn | B/, I/F | AU-38 (#) O
32 BI/88 £30-£80 (@) O
33 | LB O 130T HGE | EEEOEE | B0 -5 () O
34 Z0ft Z{-¢3(8) X
35 | EAELFIIR L SARE), 25 (H) X

Ehd [&-2 (K] OFIZESSEC TR L
BRBLLTHIONEHRTHIOTINBONE
®>.

A.2.3 EEEONIL

C1-6, C7-12, EHEHBHEOEMIIFTBE R DOZE/ Lo
k—Z) L@D%CZ C8, ClO, Clzu unﬁ?@;@_\[.
D3 b—HRERTHEET IR THVIE ST
3,
HEFROZFOREL LTI, £EOTFENESH» S
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Table 10 Kanji-Kana dictionary.

4 IREBMROME

Fig.4 Finding derivative relations.

T T 2EENHSNTED, OhORFRLR
LDTHD (CTO—E). #hUADTFEFEORETIE
REOBDOSNZHOK (X, b, 1F, X (Eo-b
5 (F)) Ok E8b 5, MARETHEOZF L L
THOPLRLTWE LD [&-t (R)] kEBH 3
P, HFTV—EEE LTRONEEATHWS, [k
D ERFEORBE/RINCY DT E S, ZOEBLL
HNDCTEC8EZHODETONKSET S, LrL
C9, C1l KRIREBEGRIBIRHE L7z,

UL FORE/FINCIE TOpeDdeTe Al
OFMBE L AZTons, Zho3BFEO%E 2R
2L TW3BEEZONEAZT(CL2D—ER). %0
ORE/ MM FOREREETNLTBY
C10, C12 DBV 2&HFDETONLE AR T,

7B IS OBEEE O IR, BFE, TEHOR
b, B, BER EOBEEREOEEHERK L U TERE
GERR D XCHRZD 2% EICFEL W,

A.2.4 *¥0thnxdir

SHEER O IFFER O TH B FEA L LT
NEEDRW(CL5, C17), RELET LEZTONIZ
PONERDT(C13 O—8), MidEESEBEOLHE
ERBRICEZT, CI3DED - Cl4, C16, C18 24
o TR EART,

TS OBFR TR, BERIELLEWRETO 1
XFEDREE, B/ MDD T T (C25-30) &, HEERT
1 XFEULEOIBLFTNRDH 2D (C33) DARON
EEZ, kT TR LIz (C34, C35).

A3 EFHLRECHE

BIETCHIE L 72 BRI ROBAN R AN TEBICIRE
BERE LTHREL T a b D2 LD LT, ZOHEA
&, BEERIEHOREBNLELSHY, ThdroF
DOEPHE, BRALZETRESEEZRLTWE] LR
FU TR L 72, IREBIRER D K9 2X 4 R
7.

1. HREEOZ LD DANIRET 3,

2. 2R LOEERT» SIREEZT B2 Lk

V),

BE | B =i
H S | 12, 20, Teh, T2, J20, B
Y
L3, 0B
E KE | 2%, »a
SZ, Zs D
Lo, L&D
b, HY
TR AT U RR I R LD

3. 2EEEM L OBBREOEMMNEET 58,
PELLZVWHD,FHHEROZ L D ERELT
5,
[RE]Ta3A] T3] D3 ICIREDSHEIZAIE
T2H00, BEFORENLRLTHY (AHLEL
EERZ LT B), ZLSt ORI EH LRI
FTERELH ST, 2D EH ORI RTEEI
REHE LB,
A4 HOHIBREODHL
BEFER R RCEERH > TEEOESONOBRIC
HEDPEFANDLIEBNTED, TRbbBER—DOEEY
FOWD S 6T, »hREPEFEM BE LETIC
Tl &, BRHLEREVPACCEZLO8DID

BEfRiebz, ZOFEREsRE NVU 2KXDES5 1T
N,

(CFES 6 £ 6 H 10 B3A4)
(PR 7 £ 4 B 14 BHEER)

5iE =B (E&8)

1964 F-4, 1988 R TE AP
FIRERIRZE, AFEHAEEES
HREHAM, DRBERERNV AT
L OWFRERICHESE, NTT HHRE
{E SRR AN B SRR e 9 &
f£. ACM <8,

o #§E (E28)

1959 442, 1983 R FURFEKEDE
BHRIEERELREE T, 1983 F
&0 1995 F£ % T NTT HFERAE.
1995 4 A & Y BREEMEEKE
ﬁﬁI?%%ﬁﬁ IHEEL, 825
WM, Fur/S s v ER, WS ENE R OB

2D, ACM, V7 vz 7RIS, BFEEEESE
&, FrREFEESEEA.



