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On the Relation between Japanese Accents and Melodies
-- Nursery Rhymes and School Tunes -

AYAKA TSUTSUMI 2

YUZURU HIRAGA 10

Japanese is a pitch accent language, where each word has its distinctive accent type. The high-low intonation of
Japanese lyrics thus is correlated with the pitch sequence of the melody line. The aim of this study is to
investigate their relationships. The study first classified the accent types of phrases in the lyrics of common
Japanese nursery rhymes and school tunes, and then examined the relationship between the accent type and the
songs' melody. A preliminary result suggests that accent types are highly congruent with the melody contour

within the songs of this genre.
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