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A Multivariate Approach to the Effects of Writing Task Prompts

YUICHIRO KOBAYASHI'' MARIKO ABE"

The purpose of the present study is to investigate the effects of essay prompts and topics on the language use in the EFL writings
using a multivariate approach. It draws on the International Corpus Network of Asian Learners of English (ICNALE). By so

doing, we illustrate the essay writings are greatly influenced by the topics and prompts.

1. EUSHIC

WA, EEHEDIA T4 v IR AE—F v SR RKEIC
LORFFEHE - RN ZAOMENEALIITbOR TV 3
(Pravec 2002), F 7, #HEOY¥EEFEI— A2 L &
MEREBL LS5 D (e.g. Granger 2013, Tono 2007),
L2Lads, a—"RA3REDOHND 72 DR
THA VB> THEINZDDTH D (Atkins &
Clear 1992), 2 — S ZICHI L SEINOMEIZ Ta—
NARE ) THBELSHON T2 (Sinclair 1991), fit
S>TC, B 2%FEa—R20F— ¥ 2 KT 284612
&, MLDOEEPHBETH D,

Granger (1998) I X 1UE, #HHEI—NADTYA ~
HHEIZ1E, BTOY T a—RATH— L CIRAIN &
R (G, R, HAE, Bk, Y r oo, &
FAME) &, 73— %22 LBk 2B (M,
REGE, iR, fhodbEEE, 2EE, rEv 7, FR7)
D2WELHEET S, 2L T, BRDOIERDS, Ih
5 DEBERHMOENDS, 7 a— 2B B SEMS
IR 5 2 2TH81ED3% % (Brook & Hirst 2013),

ERREOPTH, 94747 DMy 7 LHE
DFEICH L TR, EFEAFOTH TR (EmINT
% 7z (e.g. Hamp-Lyons 1990), il Z (X, Brossell & Hoetker
Ash (1984), Carlson et al. (1985), Spaan (1993) 7 &I,
FGATAVIDIEY IDRRGE>THIELTYH, 74
T4 VI OFHINICERGEEZE X VW EBRTWV S,
ZD—7JT, Reid (1990) *° Hinkel (2009) &, ¥ v 7
MWIA T4y TICBIT2EEEMCEE L2525 Ll
LTw3, 2%, *HED TSEMH, 20T 5%

T1 AR S
T2 IR
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BHHEI—RAMEICEST, F4 T4V TDIEY IR
47, 2L CHEXOHEZHO»IZT 5 2 LIZAT
Th2ESZ L), Frig, T TEHECRIGSE
37D, (Kroll & Reid 1994) TH b, EHEH DS
T A= VAWK ERYELE2 5,

2. IROEM
AEOHNIE, L8 7u—F%2HWT, 747
AV T FRIICBIT LHEXDHEZHE»ICT S Z
ETH D, DT H7-oTIE, R, i, HEE, %Es
REDKRABEIEDS, BEZ vy IDIA T4V
B2 EEMHEZNKRT 2, $7, LDk A2SiEHE
HIZFEY 7OEBRSENDZDD L) FHIZDO0WTDIY
Wb,

3. =Y EAER
3.1. 97 —%
AMETHMNRE T 557 — %1%, ICNALE
(International Corpus Network of Asian Learners of English)
(Ishikawa 2011) ISR I T 2 /AT E (HKG),
EIANZEE (KOR), ABAZEEE (TWN), HAAXE
& (JPN) 3F\\ 7 I4 574 7 (2,000 A7) TH 5,
TAT AV ITDEEY 713, TRYEED T VNL P ADE
B (PTH & TVA T v EMBEMADESR ) (SMK) O
2T, FEIDUTOLEDTH S,

1

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
Use reasons and specific details to support your answer.
(A) It is important for college students to have a part-time
job.

(B) Smoking should be completely banned at all the
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restaurants in Japan.

£11E, oW —so¥ECTHs, ZOT—FICBIT
220D Ey 70408, HUEICHIZSoN TV

#1 g7 —oME (A%

HKG KOR TWN JPN

PTJ 100 300 200 400
SMK 100 300 200 400
Total 200 600 400 800

Z LT, HIREREIZ 20~40 2, FFELSEEOMH X
AW, FEEUE 200~300 3, Word D AL F = v 7 DiF
FlERS RO SNTWDE, B, ZOI74 T4 v 7HE
13, REDOWEFEREOHNHEL L THEMI N, AXD
B A= VA D M TRET 5 L vy B TIRH
INHbDTH 5,

3.2. HthidREI 2 EEEB

SATETIE, AT 4V 7T DFEy VDBEXNE
MHHICE 2 2B RN G4, B, PHXE,
HElofEE, NEEOHE R EBIITRREINTEL
(e.g. Reid 1990, Spaan 1993), L2 L, 2O FIEHEHED
SR S IFIEEICREN LR LB o i vk d, X
D% DOEEHEAZM AT, 727 A MENET S BB
» % (Biber 1986),

Z ZCARWFETIZ, Biber (1988) MUEFERFFEFLE D
LBHELHESEOONICH W 67 MBEOSEEHD
b, UTOSSEHHZSWNRETZ GEL < I1E, K
XD Appendix &), Z o k) ik, MW, WG,
B EICb kA R EEEEE M TSI LT, #
BEDIAT 4 v T 2EFENLOLAMNICIET 2 2 L
WHEEIC 2 %,

3.3. 3T DFIE

%97, ICNALE I2 81} % 2 B OIEL &, 2,000 A5
DIAF 47 SHIED 58 EHE DA% K 5 (AT
),

RIZ, 2,000 NTDTA T4 V7B S SSHEEOE
FEHHOBERZNRELT, 2 2D FEY 7B 3¥F
% iR 2 (PRVER 1), RICH Y 2 &1
ik, ZO#EE Jd & r(Cohen 1988) TH 5,

¥ 7z, WEAR (Breiman et al. 1984) ZH T, 22D +
By 22 mpilT 25 HEZREL, TNOHLVICE
DEIEHEL A>TV 2HERT 2 (FNER2),
WREREE, ERIBHA IO 1 2TH D, FEEOM
S DRAETHIE S, SHET NV EWMET L FIL
Ths, ZONIEDBRIE, KEHETKRT S Z E23T

2014 Information Processing Society of Japan

Vol.2014-CH-101 No.2
2014/1/25

%, IF-THEN @ & 9 fii i L — L THRT I L HTE B,
ZL T, SSHEEHOSIBHEE OHE L REEO MMM & T
55574 LA (Breiman 2001) ZHWT, FEY
7 DRANEN R FEEE, M40 474 v 7 OFR
B, Py 7 LEHEHHOBBOMBRR EZHS 2T
2 (KFEER), 95575 LALTI, £7, 526h
TF—=%%y b, n MOT = ATy TH T
BERT 2, RiZ, FLXDT—=+ A+ 79 7H v 70T
= ZHOT, REEDRRKDOWERZ AR T 5 (HL,
FUeD ) —Fix, S Frydv 7))y rsnkigEo
ILREODLDEMMNT 5), 2L T, BTORFREZELEK
WTHEL, HLOHBEBET 3,

4. BEREER
4.1. EREHDOHEEDOHEH
FEROFILEL L LT, #EX, 2L THADIA T4
ZIZBITw 3 SEEE OB (100 §5H 72 H DR
BEEE) 2B U7, £ 21, 2 MEOBECHEHILTY
TEHHHDO YA FTH 5,

F2 BEXTHOLNTWSEEFHEEHHD Y A b

PTJ SMK

attributive adjectives agentless passives

be as main verb amplifiers
infinitives necessity modals
predicative adjectives present tense
present tense total other nouns
pronoun it total prepositional phrases
total other nouns

total prepositional phrases

(ZNZNOSFHEH OB IZAML TWw5)

4.2. EXRHEOFHIED LB

9, PHNERELT, 2200 EY ZIZBIT 5 58
O SFEEHE O ERBEE 2 K L 72, HRICH Y 25
FElE, i ThHh D, £, BTN Y AL ARKRE VL
O, R EdE P BFEHLE M1, ZORETH 2B,
ZOMIZE VT, ZNZNDfEHRIEDEZ KO 5k
HER PTI ICEHETH Y, ADEZF>FEHE R
SMK ICRHBHETHE 2 2R LTS (RAIZ, 58 H
HETIKBIL T, 0.1%KEDHELENE s N), Bk
iz ix, PTJ Tl infinitives, attributive adjectives, third
person pronouns, private verbs, first person pronouns 7% &
WEMETH D, SMK Tl agentless passives, necessity

modals, amplifiers, analytic negation, place adverbials 72
EDEHETH > 7,
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.
.
T T T
-0.6 -04

ne essny dals
agentless. passwes .
T T T T
-1.0

S HH OBHE D Hiz

=]
PTJ 2> SMK 2>DHWinsfro s, —J, WmeID /) — T
1, amplifiers Dz 2T %, DIT,

AN L 72 35E
BB U T, place adverbials ° necessity modals D1 %

K1 220FEy Z7IZEIT5

4.3. REXR
RIZ, WERZHNT, 2 2O FEy ZOFRINHR
HEHEHEHZREL, 2o SHEHEAOMGREHEREN W
i ZIME L, PTJ % SMK 2>DH[Hi% T3,
CDOWRERETNT

AN
IR %, X210k, CART (classification and regression
tree) DTN DY ZLICEDSPRERTH 5, 7, M1 ER2ZRERSE,
BRI N SHEHEEE, 5O L b SMK ICHBELR DT
HBHZEDBTD,Z D)L, agentless passives, amplifiers,

necessity modals @ 3 1%, SMK DFEEICEEFN T3

ager ives< 0.4796 | 0.4796
SEHHTH S (F222H),

4.4, 9 L7 ALRXM
, OWT =% I8

analytic.negation< 3.233 | analytic.negation>=3.233 amplifiers< 0.3953 | amplifiers>=0.3953
728/128 _25273'9— - ﬂi T@%ﬁﬁ@%%ﬁ@;ﬁ:%ﬁ>
%220y 70K, FEMEMICEET 2 ~E0E
place.adverbials< 0.3817 | place.adverbials>=0.3817 N
BHEET 2 Z DRI N, 22T, BEK (CART)
£0 O CEBERBARETVTHE IV T LT 4L

necessity.modals< 1.087 | necessity.modals>=1.08 A bz T , hEw 7”7 FEEJ gﬁg{ﬁﬁﬁ DFEEFHL L R
— Ve
e 5375 &*5v7b7jvxr%%ﬁ?5m%t
T, 2V LY T I LR R OB AR

@E@ﬁﬁm%mb BT B ERDEE 1,000 AL
T2, K313, ERT 2RO E FHBROBFRERL
X2 % % &, AIIC agentless passives DHHEEIC 72bDTH B, BESAKROET, HtlmdFH=RZ Z2h
ﬁém. FNRLT0E, ZORERS E, RKOED 400 KRI3E

T2 H7% ) TERAEAMBIHRNZE L T0WE0, KE

T, 22D EY 7 TEPNIIA T4 VI3
TWw3, ZL 7T, agentless passives DIHDI—E Al D5
BRICE T2 1,000 A& \) ROBHBZYUTH S 2 L

GREMAN, —E LD G& AN 5, R,
FERNZ 43I U 72 856 1%, analytic negation D fHIZ 3D\ T,

X2 bEv 7oA S EEEE OBR

»5,
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TNCE T 2 HEED Bz 10 H
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infinitives, attributive adjectives, analytic negation, place
adverbials, first person pronouns, other total nouns T& %,

X4 0BEEZH 2700 TIE, 2NFhoSEEA L
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1

PTJ SMK PTJ SMK PTJ

M6 ZnZOdhEyZIcEl)2EEEHEOHE
B 5 ClE, o EATISEDIZE I A T4 v 78
PTI TH HMEHRMB L, FHRIEICIEE SMK TH %
RS, > T, MHOE»HE L) O FiEHE
X PTI CHEABEARHETH Y, HGB 23D OFiEH
SMK THAMELRIHATH S, CDI Lid, M6 DFOT
K26 bR T 22 LB TE S,
HEE L7 10 HEHO 9 B,
infinitives, attributive adjectives, first person pronouns @ 4
HHEIZ PTI KEHEETHD,
adjectives 1% PT] OFEXTHW SN TW 5, £72, third
IZB LTI, we can

(e.g. we can learn how to, we can make friends, we can

third person pronouns,

infinitives & attributive

person pronouns & first person pronouns

realize the importance of money) I think (e.g. I think that it
is important for, I think part-time jobs are, I learned a lot if
things) D X ) BRBNL Ao,

—77, agentless passives, necessity modals, amplifiers,
analytic negation, place adverbials, other total nouns @ 6 I
Hix SMK ICEHEETH D, agentless passives, necessity
modals, amplifiers, other total nouns I¥ SMK D #LE LT
FAwsnTw? (48, other total nouns 1%, li/5 D i
XTHW 6N TS, SMK D7 4 7 4 ¥ ZISEHEET
BHnTwis),
IZB L T l&, people who do not smoke, not allowed to smoke,
inside buildings, inside the restaurant D X 9 72 ¥ 03% <
Honi,

PT] & SMK DV FHIZE VT, MHETHNA T %
SmHEE, EXTHYN TR RHHP FEy 7 &
FgcEb2 L) REHTH S, T, EEESRDE

¥ 7z, analytic negation % place adverbials
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A (REEE BA7 10 HE)

WEZHEIRE (agentless passives) DHEE R EIX, 77 A D
V—=FEV T 0REHBICOIHENEZBDTHS (eg
Stockmeyer 2009), 2D Z &lE, FEY JDEVWHT A T
4 v T ORI R R I TR R RR L Tw b

I — RAFEEPHEREDTE TIE, T7XF@
FEY 7 DOEEZIT X ) ITRE n-gram 2 H VT,
MEXPHRIED TN 2T T L03H D (eg Aarts &
Granger 1998, Wiersma et al. 2011), L2 L &d 6, HE
FE A7 10 HE I, ZEIBD A7 69, BlE (amplifiers,
place adverbials), B (necessity modals), AFRfUA

(third person pronouns, first person pronouns), A % &
(infinitives), 4 & (attributive adjectives), @ %E 2 B

(analytic negation), #47i (other total nouns) 238 F 41T\
2, COZLF, HEXPINEY VORENRIA T4V
JZTHO LTS g PR b AT 2R LT
%, AW THVTWw % ICNALE DREEICH 7> T,

MEEEENARICEBIT % P E Y 7 OENRE 2 ISHH S 4
T\ 5 (Ishikawa2009) EEHNT V5D, FEY 7D

WERERESZT 2D FERSMIZTICE TSR,
T, B2 by I TEINITIA TV T ERER S
Py 7 TEIPNIZTA T4 IO, &2k E LT,
EOREDSEHADENEET 2D THSHI0, 7V
F LT F VAT, EEMEMEICED C SRIGREE
ZHv3Z T, HEMHOEFREHETENST 2 2 & 23THHE
ThHb, K713, SSHEEOFEHHOMEH Y — v ickk
DT, 2,000 KD T A T4 v T ESELIERTH S,
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Dim 2
0.0 0.1 0.2

-0.1

-0.2

-0.3

-0.4 -0.2 0.0 0.2 0.4

Dim 1
X7 4D ATF 4> 7 DR (Fhlize LoyE)

K7<TlE, PTIDIAT 47 %2@TEL, SMKD 7
AT4 VT HATRLTCVS, ZORERS E, Bz 2
Py 2 TEPNILIA T4 v TR, SEEHAIKE
RBRZ2ZEBLLS T35,

Z LT, #£313, out-of-bag (O0B) T X 2 FLHHIHK D
HEE I HD L HE O EERTH S,

£33 HADIA4 T4 7 OHERER (b b 538)

PTJ SMK class error
PTJ 943 57 0.057
SMK 119 881 0.119

£3DRMETHZRS £,2,000 K074 574 7DH

5, 1,824 AHIE L { AP I T 3 (IEHIWIERIZ, 91.2%) 6
COFERIZ, SAROCNEEORT L Rk, Bk s
XIcHDOE, BB by 2 THbNAEIA T4 VI
BT, SHEMAOKRSILERNEETL VI L
ZRLTW3,

5. EbDHIC

AR TIE, BB by 7 TEPNEIA T4V
ZRRE LT, FHE, Wi, HE KSR ST SE
EMHOEEHELTE L, 2 LT, « BE, WEKR
FUTNTAVALREDHRNPS, BBy T
EhNTIA T4 TR, SEEHNRKEELRS
EDHS I N DT, Eiloahi Rz 2 <,
FEHEA—NR2ADOWELIWICHT 23R 2R 5,
¥9, ZEEI—NADOHEILLST, FEY 7OE
HMEmHT 2 LI RELHJETH S, HFEFHHEDIA
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TAVvTEHRLT, EEEDIA T4 7T, HE
XICHhHEANZOFEHONL LB H D, fiEoT
HEXDFEIC B> TIE, XDOEIPHEHEEOHL
SRF TR, EHEPKERBIIC DT H LD
Bz )RETHS, ST, FHEDSHEHED
BEFGHTHIEHLL, AMNREINZFEHEE L
MEXTHY STV 2 FEEE MHBBR 2 R > Tw
AR S, SNEERPED 5 T B ATREEDTE O,
Ishikawa (2011) 25BRCWw23 kH g, KL bEY 7T
BN TA T4 v I REEFEI-RAILEDD L
BaDTA4 T4 v 7R 7T a—N2ADKHIHL < &35,
L2Lads, PEOMEY JIZRET 2D THNIIL,
filiiiznoDrEY ZIZBELzDD, ZL T, Z1H
DIEY JIBELZ EXEFEOSHEHAICED &
VR ERLZ 200, R EDRICHET 2 HEND B,
FEBZHRADDH DL P EYy VEHCI GBI T4~
JICBT2RBIZHERLLTEVIERH (g
Miyazaki 2007) & & %23, Sk S EEMAD 72O DER
EVIHIBIRICR-> TS 21E, 20 L) BEHHBHEZTITHYE
v P RBERT 2L IIfilRTh 2 (fim, BHEHG TR
EDNSHEEHZEE, b LIEFHGT2720D7 4 74
VIHETHIUE, ZOMRD TIER),

Rz, FHEA-—NZADHH 2T ICH>TIE, b
Yy 7 RMEXRSEMHICEZ 2 E s B HE T
LD 5, BIZIE, KR TIibNTH3 LI,
TELLRISMASHEEOZWNRETZ FEy 7Dk
BEIT) ZEWEMNTH D, £z, n-gram % EZFHWT,
HELTHWONTWERHEIA T4 v THuGN
TWARHOEEREZ RO L ELIONS, 201
T, OHRRET 23— R2ADFHFA VR FEHEHO
Ik oTiE, BRAMEEFT AR EZH VLT L)L
DI %EIT) T EDMATRETH S,

gt%

AMROEFED—EIL, BIATTREme G

B) "8 74 74 v 7R OBV HE & kD /-
DDORERBE 7P 7o dFE (RE 1 KT
(2012-2015 4E %), BLEwrREwBE (Reilirse 25806
2% (PD EEr)) 38 — 3k & AR S B O F i %
Fo 7 BB E ) (3 AN —BB) (2012-2014 4
) &30 TH B,

SE M
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Appendix: SR E TS EERER
A. Tense and aspect markers

1. past tense

2. perfect aspect

3. present tense
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B. Place and time adverbials

4. place adverbials (e.g. across, behind, inside)

5. time adverbials (e.g. early, recently, soon)

C. Pronouns and pro-verbs

6. first person pronouns

7. second person pronouns

8. third person pronouns (excluding i)

9. pronoun it

10. demonstrative pronouns (that, this, these, those)

11. indefinite pronouns (e.g. anybody, nothing, someone)

12. pro-verb do (e.g. the cat did if)

D. Questions

13. direct WH-questions

E. Nominal forms

14. nominalizations (ending in -tion, -ment, -ness, -ity)

15. total other nouns (except for nominalizations)

F. Passives

16. agentless passives

17. by-passives

G. Stative forms

18. be as main verb

19. existential there (e.g. there are several explanations...)

H. Subordination

H1. Complementation

20. that verb complements (e.g. [ said that he went)

21. that adjective complements (e.g. I'm glad that you like it)
22. WH-clauses (e.g. I believed what he told me)

23. infinitives (to-clause)

H2. Participial forms

24. past participial postnominal (reduced relative) clauses (e.g.
the solution produced by this process)

H3. Relatives

25. that relatives in subject position (e.g. the dog that bit me)
26. that relatives in object position (e.g. the dog that I saw)
27. WH relatives in subject position (e.g. the man who likes
popcorn)

28. WH relatives in object position (e.g. the man who Sally
likes)

29. WH relatives with fronted preposition (e.g. the manner in
which he was told)

H4. Adverbial clauses

30. causative adverbial subordinators: because

31. concessive adverbial subordinators: although, though

32. conditional adverbial subordinators: if, unless

33. other adverbial subordinators: having multiple functions
(e.g. since, while, whereas)

1. Prepositional phrases, adjectives, and adverbs

34. total prepositional phrases

35. attributive adjectives (e.g. the big horse)

36. predicative adjectives (e.g. the horse is big)

37. total adverbs (except conjuncts, hedges, emphatics,
discourse particles, downtoners, amplifiers)

J. Lexical classes

38. conjuncts (e.g. consequently, furthermore, however)

39. downtoners (e.g. barely, nearly, slightly)

40. hedges (e.g. at about, something like, almost)

41. amplifiers (e.g. absolutely, extremely, perfectly)

42. emphatics (e.g. a lot, for sure, really)
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43. discourse particles (e.g. sentence initial well, now,
anyway)

K. Modals

44. possibility modals (can, may, might, could)

45. necessity modals (ought, should, must)

46. predictive modals (will, would, shall)

L. Specialized verb classes

47. public verbs (e.g. acknowledge, admit, agree)

48. private verbs (e.g. anticipate, assume, believe)

49. suasive verbs (e.g. agree, arrange, ask)

50. seem and appear

M. Reduced forms and dispreferred structures

51. contractions

52. stranded prepositions (e.g. the candidate that I was
thinking of)

53. split infinitives (e.g. he wants to convincingly prove
that...)

54. split auxiliaries (e.g. they are objectively shown to...)

N. Coordination

55. phrasal coordination (e.g. NOUN and NOUN, ADJ and
ADJ)

56. independent clause coordination (clause initial and) (e.g.
1t was my birthday and I was excited.)

O. Negation

57. synthetic negation (e.g. no answer is good enough for
Jones)

58. analytic negation: not (e.g. that’s not likely)
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