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Developing a Web-based System for Annotating Historical Materials
by Multiple Humanities Researchers
— The Case of "Todaiji Yoroku" —

Takafumi Sato!  Makoto Goto?  Fuminori Kimura3  Akira Maeda!
1 College of Information Science and Engineering, Ritsumeikan University
2Faculty of Letters, Hanazono University
3 Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University

This paper describes a prototype Web-based system for collaboratively making
annotations on historical materials by multiple humanities researchers who are distant
from each other. The target material of this study is “Todaiji Yoroku”, which is believed to
be written in the 12th century, and the system is supposed to be used by humanities
researchers who are actually making annotations to this material. The unique features of
the proposed system are, 1) multiple users can make annotations to the same material
simultaneously, 2) capable of making complex structured annotations such as
partially-overlapped annotations, and annotations which consist of non-consecutive
characters. In this paper, we describe the current status and future prospects of the
system, which is under development by the authors, and is improved by getting feedback
from the humanities researchers who are actually using the system.
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