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Digital Communication Theory on Information Flow of SN'S
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Abstract

This essay discusses the use of Social Networking Service (SNS) and its influence to human
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communication. Through the essay, the theory of digital communication, which takes both
informational and semantic account of communication, is taken into consideration. Chapter
one shows how SNS such as Facebook, YouTube, and Blog is used in daily human
communication. Chapter two explains how the use of SNS is motivated by certain people. In
this chapter, two questionnaires intended for university students conducted in China and
Japan (Takahashi 2011, 2012) are discussed. The result of the questionnaires reveals how
people regard SNS as an essential communication tool in their daily interaction. Then, the
chapter argues on the influence of SNS to their communication. Chapter three discusses the
situational difference between the use of SNS in China and the one in Japan, and explains how
this difference affects the whole society in terms of information flow. Chapter four focuses on
the point of media literacy. It argues how digital communication theory grasps the essential
relation between information and meaning by postulating the possibility of human reasoning.
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