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A Sudy on

“the YouTube Affair in Tokyo Metropolitan University”

Akira Ide'

The division of industrial art in the department of system design at Tokyo metropolitan
university imposed a new rule on professors and students. The rule states,” When
professors and students want to upload works created through research and education to
online video sharing websites, it is necessary for them to explain the contents and ask for
the permission of the course chief before releasing the works.”  This regulation derives
from “the YouTube affair of Tokyo metropolitan University.” However, it has a potential
to become an essential threat to the* freedom of expression”. This paper will follow the
sequence of event of this affair and the countermeasures of the university, and try to
check validity in terms of social informatics.
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