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What is the Future of Computer Assisted Scholarly Editing?
— Using Kafka-Editing as an Example —

Kiyoko MYOJO
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Saitama University

Abstract This paper describes the dilemma into which scholarly editing has lapsed for the past thirty years, using
Kafka-editing as an example. Following the publication of the complete edition by Max Brod, two different types of
critical editions were released in order to explore the faithful reproduction of his hand written manuscript. The
unconventional form of the latest one reveals the many limitations of the book-form media. Since computer as a media
offers new possibilities for the presentation of text, a fresh type of critical editing has the potential to be realized. This
study suggests the general direction future computer editions may take.
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