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Method to Estimate Development Effort
for Embedded Software from Scale Points

Keisuke Yoshizawa

Software Development Center, Shimadzu Corporation
E-mail: ksk@shimadzu.co.jp

We devised Scale Point Method as size metrics in embedded software development. We
can count Scale Points from 3 indices that is well-related with the development size, - the
number of modules to be inputted and outputted, the number of screens and the number of
communication commands. As there is correlation between size metrics and the development
effort, we can estimate the development effort from the relation expression between size and
effort that is calculated statistically from past projects’ data. In this paper, we show the
validity of the effort estimation from Scale Point Method by comparing with famous LOC.
Furthermore we repot the case that we applied this method to the effort estimation and the

planning of an actual project.
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