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Watching Support System for Beginner Watcher
Based on Characters’ Position in the Fighting Game
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Abstract: This paper proposes a spectator support system to assist beginning spectators of electronic fight-
ing games. These fighting games are part of an e-Sports genre and are similar to karate and boxing. In these
games, two opposing characters, such as grapplers, fight each other. Like in actual fighting sports, the position
the game’s character holds in the gameplay area is important in winning the match. The nuances involved in
understanding how these positions affect the game can be challenging to new spectators. A previous study
proposed a concept for a spectator support system involving displaying, to beginning spectators, in-game
annotations corresponding with the characters’ positions in play. This paper defines three typical situations
that commonly occur in matches and proposes the use of keywords and graphic annotations designed to
encourage spectator understanding of the match and to emphasize amusement for a beginning spectator of
these fighting games. This study develops this type of spectator support system using annotations superim-
posed on the video of a match. Experimental results showed that subjects using the proposed system found
it easier to understand the timing of a fight and fighting positions, which can improve the amusement and
enjoyment the spectator receives from watching the match.

Keywords: e-Sports, fighting game, spectator support, digital contents, game
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Fig. 1 Typical three situations of the fighting game.
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Table 2 Experimental result.
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