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The paper proposes a new processing procedure of external characters included in printed historical texts, which is essential
to constructing an electronic corpus of historical documents. Digitization of printed historical documents so far has two
major problems to be dealt with: representation of external characters and establishment of unification standard. We present
a solution to the problems, introducing a new software tool which handles the two problems altogether. By applying the
tool, the characters can be processed uniformly, regardless of the document variation. Furthermore, the processing tool and
a series of procedures or our proposal can also be applied to character research. In the paper, we present a small sample

investigation on the external characters of SNKBZ, Shogakukan, revealing what percentage of the total printing types JIS

X0213 and Unicode respectively can represent.
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